3/1U/5S 


Miss Kell telephoned the following: 


John Murray, Earl of Dunraore, 
appointed in July, 1771* Went 
into office August, 1771. Served 
as Governor until he fled from 
the seat of government in June, 


1775. 








From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 



Merchants of London and Virginia 


Dates of them, but presume they were not come to Hand, when you 
wrote to My Wife, as you make no Mention of either of them. 

Permitt Me Sir to wish You and Mrs. Norton Health, and 
Happiness, attended with all the Blessings a Married life is capable 
of, and believe me to be— 

£) car Sir Your Ever Well Wisher 

Putney Febry. 15th 1773 - Michael Turner 

To Mr. Hatley Norton 

END< L^don 15th Febry 1773/Michael Turner/Reed June 1773/AiWd. 


To 

[Messrs. John Norton & Son, London] 

Williamsburg 17th March 1773 

Dear Sirs, 

In my last I informed you of the misfortune this Country had 
met with, in having its two last Emissions of Paper Money so 
ingeniously counterfeited, that the most knowing have been imposed 
upon. These Notes were impressed upon the Paper you some years 
ago sent to Dr Walker for his own private use & were guarded 
with such a Variety of Checks that I flattered myself with hopes of 
the most perfect Security. Some Individuals will sustain Losses; but 
having discovered the authors of this Mischief several of whom are 
now in Jail I’m in hopes such Practices will be put a Stop to. Our 
Assembly has been called and they have authorized me to borrow a 
sufficient Sum in Specie to take in and destroy both these Emissions 
the Balance of which now in Circulation amounts to £36,800 but 
where to get the Money I do not know; if it cou’d be borrowed in 
England or a part of it I cou’d make Bills of Exchange answer my 
Purpose pretty well; the Interest to be allowed is 5 pr ct. Can any 
of your Friends assist me in this Difficulty? The Funds appropriated 
are unquestionable and if by any accident they should prove deficient 
the Assembly has engaged to make up any Deficiency. In Case I 
should not be able to borrow, I am authorized to emit other Treasury 
Notes to take in such as are not redeemable ’till a future Day, and 
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these new Notes are to be redeemed at the Time appointed for the 
Redemption of those to be taken in. The late Colo. Thomas Tabb 
whom you knew and some other principal Merchts on James River 
a few Years ago intended to have established a private Bank and had 
some Paper made in London to circulate their Notes; on this Paper 
is of an exquisite fine Texture is impressed with the best copper 
Plate I ever saw and has several very ingenious Devices wrought 
upon it so that I shou’d hope it wou’d baffle the attempts of the most 
crafty and ingenious to counterfeit it. The Notes now to be emitted 
are to circulate but a little more than a twelve months; if in the 
mean Time I can borrow the Money I am directed to take them in 
otherwise I am to issue other Notes redeemable at the Time fixed 
for the redemption of those immediately to be called in. It is judged 
here that the shortness of the Time will be an exceeding good 
Security and I am directed to import from London some of the very 
best Paper that can be procured for the future Emission. To effect 
this I must beg the favour of your Assistance. It is wished that we 
cou’d have some such Paper as is used at the Bank made on Purpose. 
Mr. James Ingram of Norfolk k the Revd Mr. Henley have recom¬ 
mended each a Sample which I inclose you, the former I own I 
should prefer; the words in yellow and the Chain around the Edges 
are proposed to be wrought in the Paper itself; the words in black 
Letters to be done with the most exquisite Copper Plate; the Vir¬ 
ginia Arms to be in the Form of a Seal; the Scroll or Cypher with 
the word Virginia to be likewise done in Copper Plate the Bill to be 
of the same size but as the Paper itself is to be bound in Books of 
about 50 or 100 Sheets there should I think be a greater length 
allowed for binding at the end where the Number stands. The 
Numbers are to be wrought in the Paper itself, the upper denoting 
the Volume from whence the Bill is taken & the lower the Series of the 
Bill. Mr Henley’s Sketch I think very ingenious but if either of 
them is adopted I shou’d think the words “Five Pounds” had better 
be omitted as we may have occasion for Bills of various Denomi¬ 
nations, the word Pound may be used so as to stand in the Singular 
or by adding “s” to be turned into the plural Number, the Time of 
passing the Act and the Signers Names to be blank, to be filled up 
with a Pen. I do not mean by sending these Samples to restrain you 
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to one of the other of them but rather wish you to consult the most 
skilful men in London and that you would be guided by them. I 
need not tell you that in a Case of this sort they should be Gentle¬ 
men of unquestionable Characters and such as cannot be imposed 
upon, by Journeymen Apprentices &c. Mr Ingram has recommended 
to me Mr John Ingram, his Brother in London, who I am told 
furnishes the Banks in Scotland with the Paper made use of there. 
I have desired Mr Jas Ingram to write to his Brother on the Subject 
and he will probably apply to you. About twenty thousand Sheets 
will be enough for our Purpose and the sooner they can be had the 
better. I should think it adviseable to have the original Press, with 
which the Paper is to be made, sent ovei with it not that I shall 
entertain any doubt of the Integrity of the Person you may think 
fit to employ but for the Satisfaction of the Public. I am told that a 
late Emission at New York has been forged; its a thousand Pitties 
that some happy expedient could not be fallen upon a guard this sort 
of Money from Counterfeits. I am sure a moderate quantity of it 
would be extremely useful in transacting the Business of this Country, 
provided proper Funds are established to redeem it in a reasonable 
Time; the Funds appropriated to the Redemption of the Emissions 
proposed to be called in are more than ample. I am morally certain 
that they will exceed at least £10,000 as 'hese are mortgaged by our 
own last Act to redeem the new Money to be emitted and more¬ 
over the Assembly as I said have bound themselves by an express 

Clause in the Act to make good every difficiency if any should hap¬ 
pen. As to myself I can say with great Truth that I shou’d never 

desire to see any Paper Money if we could possibly do without it. 

The Step lately taken by our Assembly was absolutely necessary as 
there is almost a total Stop put to the Circulation of Money. Indeed 
our Gold & Silver is not free from Counterfeits, I have too much 
Reason to fear there is a good deal of each in the Circle. 

I shou’d be much pleased to have your own and the Sentiments of 
some of your most judicious Friends at large upon these very interest¬ 
ing Subjects. Besides the natural affection I bear to my native Coun¬ 
try I am so much impressed with the warmest feelings of Gratitude 
for the large share of Confidence place in me by my Countrymen, 
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that I shall ever take the greatest Pleasure in rendering them every 
essential and acceptable Service 

I am, with the sincerest Esteem 
Dr Sirs 

Yr Affect: Humble Servt 
Ro. C. Nicholas 

P. S. Your J.H.N. is very well; I 
desired him when writing the 
other Day to ask the favr of you 
to send me IOO yds. dble 
mill’d blue plains 

Endorsed: . , 

Virga 17th March 1773/R. C. Nicholas/Rec’d the 5 May/Ansd >9 
May/ pr Robertson. 


•To 

Mr. John Hatley Norton 
[Virginia] 

London the 20th March 1773 

Dear Hatley 

My last was dated 30th Jany. pr Capt. Livingston also a private 
one datd 16 Feby. pr Mr. Gibson passenger in McNabb, to both 
which refer, your sevl Letters of 13th, 15th and 17th Nov., 3rd 17th 
and 26th Deer, are rec’d, the contents of which shall be duly ob¬ 
serv’d, you say you have dispos’d of the Goods intended for Mr. 
Thropp to one Underwood at 12 Mo. Credit from the time they are 
sold, which perhaps may be as soon as he can engage payment, but 
this shews it cannot answer with our engagemt. here to purchase 
Goods to pay in 12 Mo. & therefore the Cargo Trade must in future 
be greatly lopp’d off, if not totally at an end. Mr. Thropp has left 
this place and gone to Bristol, from whence he embarks for Virga 
carries goods with him from thence, & is to have a large parcell I 
understand from Liverpool, you seem to have conceiv’d a bad opinion 
of the Man since he left Virga and you may have reason for it, but I 
confess his behaviour here has not given me any suspicion but that he 

•From the origin*! in the Valentine Miueum, Richmond, V*. 
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Mbrchants of London and Virginia 
[To Mr. John Norton, London] 

Dear Sir3> Williamsburg 7 th Apl. 1772 

*' ° pen ’ d thdr E J« *> *e natural 
Advantages, w.th which Virginia is bless’d, begin to entertain vary 
aanou. thoughts of extending our Navigation, by opening the Falls 

biZ'd T*- R ''r r - ^ B “ rer - M " M" Ballandina 
u» reckon d a great Gemus for Undertakings of this Sort, & goes to 

™ n £LT, V 7 , th '. diff ' rCnt CmiU fc ' “any of his Friends have 
W 7 m & 1 havt 8 ,Vt " Wm * Bi » on you 

for th M g at Slght ’ * S hc ma y have immediate Occasion 

for dta Money. Your J. H. N. is here with u, extremely well; I 
mate no Doubt but you will have heard of his Marriage, & shall 

iTTl k l!“ n “ g,V ' y0U “ Acct °‘ his Si <n«ion. 1 il only S ay 

™ Mv b^R d“ “ appinKS “ intimately connected with my 

the Mr* 8tg ’ a w ? ys at " nd you ' y° ur Lady & the rest of 
tne family & I am very truly, Dr. Sirs, 

Yr. affte. hble Servt. 

Endorsed: R °- C Nlchol « 

J— .rrs/pt. 


[To Mr. John Norton, London] 

Dear Sirs. Vir S a - 9* Apl. „ n 

-in £ss xr.—- - 

them over properly msured by the fits, Opportunity I am 
hurried at present, that I have barely timeYo reoeai * B ? 
Mn Bi ” Philip Barraud J7™ £*%£ 
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which you were a witness to & I leave it to your Discretion, after 
consulting with such of your Friends, as you think fit, to dispose of 
what I have written in such manner as you may judge most likely 
to efface those Prejudices, that may have been imbibed. I am glad to 
hear the Copper Money is in so good a Way, as many are anxious 
to have it circulating amongst us. With my constant & best Wishes 
for you & all Yrs. I am, 

Dr. Sirs, 

Yr. affte. hble. Servt. 

Ro. C. Nicholas 

You’ll observe from the Sample of Paper sent that it was peculiarly 
adopted to the James River Bank : I have thrown all the superfluous 
Words into Parenthesis, as a Mark that they are not to be read, tho 
they may stand as so many checks in the Bill. 

Virga. jo July 1773/Robt. C. Nicholas/Reed. 16 Sept. / Goodi Entd. 
pa: 2<i / Ansd. the/pr Esten. 


[To Mr John Hatley Norton, Virginia] 

London 31st July 1773 

Dear Hatley, 

My last was dated 24 Instant pr Capt. Barron Passenger in the 
Prince George Capt. Bozeman, by whom furnished you with Dupli¬ 
cate of the letter I wrote you per Capt. H. Esten dated 20 March 
with Copies of your Invoice, another for a Parcell of Linnens sent 
you on the Partnership account which I was obliged to take in Barter 
for rotten tobacco sold Langkopf & Co. also copies of Col. Savages 
& Mr. James Cockes letters, Invoices, Shop Notes &c. in case the 
original should not be found, tho’ I should hope they are before this, 
at any rate the Captain must have been very careless in the Matter. 
The Day before Yesterday we had another Stoppage in our Trade, 
namely Messrs. Frank & Fickertnn, which I am much concern’d for, 
having a great Regard for them, however at a Meeting of the prin¬ 
cipal Creditors held Yesterday, they were so sensible of the Integrity 
of the Men, & that when their Debts were collected there would a 
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Merchants of London and Virginia 

Dates of them, but presume they were not come to Hand, when you 
wrote to My Wife, as you make no Mention of either of them. 

Permitt Me Sir to wish You and Mrs. Norton Health, and 
Happiness, attended with all the Blessings a Married life is capable 
of, and believe me to be— 

Dear Sir Your Ever Well Wisher 

Putney Febry. 15th 1773. Michael Turner 

To Mr. Hatley Norton 
Endorsed: 

London 15th Febry 1773/Michael Turner/Reed June 1773/ Answrd. 


To 

[Messrs. John Norton & Son, London] 

Williamsburg 17th March 1773 

Dear Sirs, 

In my last I informed you of the misfortune this Country had 
met with, in having its two last Emissions of Paper Money so 
ingeniously counterfeited, that the most knowing have been imposed 
upon. These Notes were impressed upon the Paper you some years 
ago sent to Dr Walker for his own private use & were guarded 
with such a Variety of Checks that I flattered myself with hopes of 
the most perfect Security. Some Individuals will sustain Losses; but 
having discovered the authors of this Mischief several of whom are 
now in Jail I’m in hopes such Practices will be put a Stop to. Our 
Assembly has been called and they have authorized me to borrow a 
sufficient Sum in Specie to take in and destroy both these Emissions 
the Balance of which now in Circulation amounts to £36,800 but 
where to get the Money I do not know; if it cou’d be borrowed in 
England or a part of it I cou’d make Bills of Exchange answer my 
Purpose pretty well; the Interest to be allowed is 5 pr ct. Can any 
of your Friends assist me in this Difficulty? The Funds appropriated 
are unquestionable and if by any accident they should prove deficient 
the Assembly has engaged to make up any Deficiency. In Case I 
should not be able to borrow, I am authorized to emit other Treasury 
Notes to take in such as are not redeemable ’till a future Day, and 
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these new Notes are to be redeemed at the Time appointed for the 
Redemption of those to be taken in. The late Colo. Thomas Tabb 
whom you knew and some other principal Merchts on James River 
a few Years ago intended to have established a private Bank and had 
some Paper made in London to circulate their Notes; on this Paper 
is of an exquisite fine Texture is impressed with the best copper 
Plate I ever saw and has several very ingenious Devices wrought 
upon it so that I shou’d hope it wou’d baffle the attempts of the most 
crafty and ingenious to counterfeit it. The Notes now to be emitted 
are to circulate but a little more than a twelve months; if in the 
mean Time I can borrow the Money I am directed to take them in 
otherwise I am to issue other Notes redeemable at the Time fixed 
for the redemption of those immediately to be called in. It is judged 
here that the shortness of the Time will be an exceeding good 
Security and I am directed to import from London some of the ver-j 
/'"st Paper that can be procured for the future Emission. To effect 
this I must beg the favour of your Assistance. It is wished that we 
cou’d have some such Paper as is used at the Bank made on Purpose, 
Mr. James Ingram of Norfolk & the P-"d Mr. Henley have recom¬ 
mended each a Sample which I inclose you, the former I own I 
should prefer; the words in yellow and the Chain around the Edges 
are proposed to be wrought in the Paper itself; the words in black 
Letters to be done with the most exquisite Copper Plate; the Vir¬ 
ginia Arms to be in the Form of a Seal; the Scroll or Cypher with 
the word Virginia to be likewise done in Copper Plate the Bill to be 
of the same size but as the Paper itself is to be bound in Books of 
about 50 or 100 Sheets there should I think be a greater length 
allowed for binding at the end where the Number stands. The 
Numbers are to be wrought in the Paper itself, the upper denoting 
the Volume from whence the Bill is taken & the lower the Series of the 
Bill. Mr Henley’s Sketch I think very ingenious but if either t)f 
them is adopted I shou’d think the words “Five Pounds” had better 
be omitted as we may have occasion for Bills of various Denomi¬ 
nations, the word Pound may be used so as to stand in the Singular 
or by adding “s” to be turned into the plural Number, the Time of 
passing the Act and the Signers Names to be blank, to be filled up 
with a Pen. I do not mean by sending these Samples to restrain you 
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that I shall ever take the greatest Pleasure in rendering them every 
essential and acceptable Service 

I am, with the sincerest Esteem 
Dr Sirs 

Yr Affect: Humble Servt 
Ro. C. Nicholas 

P. S. Your J.H.N. is very well; I 
desired him when writing the 
other Day to ask the favr of you 
to send me ioo yds. dble 
mill’d blue plains 

Endorsed: 

Virga 17 th March 1773/R. C. Nicholas / Rec’d the 5 May/Ansd 20 
May/or Robertson. y 


•To 

Mr. John Hatley Norton 
[Virginia] 

London the 20th March 1773 

Dear Hatley 

My last was dated 30th Jany. pr Capt. Livingston also a private 
one datd 16 Feby. pr Mr. Gibson passenger in McNabb, to both 
which refer, your sevl Letters of 13th, 15th and 17th Nov., 3rd 17th 
and 26th Deer, are rec’d, the contents of which shall be duly ob¬ 
serv’d, you say you have dispos’d of the Goods intended for Mr. 
Thropp to one Underwood at 12 Mo. Credit from the time they are 
sold, which perhaps may be as soon as he can engage payment, but 
this shews it cannot answer with our engagemt. here to purchase 
Goods to pay in 12 Mo. & therefore the Cargo Trade must in future 
be greatly lopp’d off, if not totally at an end. Mr. Thropp has left 
this place and gone to Bristol, from whence he embarks for Virga 
carries goods with him from thence, & is to have a large parcell I 
understand from Liverpool, you seem to have conceiv’d a bad opinion 
of the Man since he left Virga and you may have reason for it, but I 
confess his behaviour here has not given me any suspicion but that he 

•From the original in the Valentine Museum, Richmond, Va. 
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C RUT ARK FOR COLONIAL VIRGI HI A 


Changes to the page proofs. 

Should the word "PLATES” be added after the index in 
the Table of Contents? 

On page 2, the period at the end of footnote 5 should 
become a semicolon and there shall be added at the end,the follow 
ing* 

Richard T. Hoober, Financial History of Colonial Virginia 
ital The Numismatist. Vol. 66 ( 195 }), p. 1138f Henry Phillips, 
ital Jr., Historical Sketches of the Paper Currency of the 

American Colonies, (Roxbury, 1865), PP* 191f• 

Pages 3 and U shall be changed in accordance with the 
enclosed revision and pagination adjusted. 

On page 5, the heading at the top of the page should 
have the word "Early” added at the front. 

Page 9, line 27, add the words "was weak" after the word 
"Virginia" and eliminate the word "softe". 

On page 13 some of the lettering on the left side has 
fallen slightly out of place at the beginning of the second 
paragraph. 

On page 20, line 22, add an "s" to the word "Son" to 
make it "Sons". 

On page 20, line 31, insert an in place of "and". 

On page 27, the heading should be "Conditions Preventing 
Normal Circulation" instead of the heading which has been used. 

On page 35, in the first line of footnote 6U, a small 
"t" from "Connecticut" has been pushed ace. 
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On page 36 , line 13, put a period after and end the 
sentence at the word "halfpence". Start the next sentence with 
"It is" in place of "but". 

On page 36 , in the footnote, please italicize " The Coins 
and Tokens of the Possessions and Colonies of the British Empire." 

On page 39, substitute the number "20" for the 
unless the pagination is changed. 

On page 1*1, Obv. No. 7 has the figure "7" one space too 
far to the right. 

On page 1*2, the heading just before Obv. No. 20 should 
have a period after the word "GEORGIVS" (thus: GEORGIVS*)* This 
period should be centered between the base line and top line 
of the letters. 
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Coinage for Colonial Virginia 


On November 20, 16U5 the colony passed an act to 
permit the coinage of 10,000 pounds avoirdupois of copper in 
denominations of 2, 3, 6 and 9 pence in order to drive tobacco 
out of circulation as a medium of small change. One pound weight 
of copper was to circulate for £1 currency even though the copper 
cost was only I8d and the coining cost was estimated at 12d. 
Copper coin therefore was to pass for 13 1/3 times its intrinsic 
value. The coins were to have two rings, one for a motto and 
the other for an annually changing figure to be counterstamped 


on the coins by appointees in each county. No 3uch coins wore 
8 

issued. 
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EARLY ATTEMPTS 
TO OBTAJN COPPER C'OINAGE 


In section io of the \ irginia Charter of April io, 1606, the 
patentees were authorized to “establish and cause to be made 
a coin, to pass current there (Virginia) between the people 
of those several colonies (in Virginia), for the more ease of 
traffick and bargaining between and amongst them and the 
natives there, of such metal, and in such manner and form, 
as the said several councils there shall limit and appoint.’’ 
No use of this power was ever made. itr" r + r » *H I t m rr ^brrrrl 
Ua, U t au ,- o r w n a g r mr t TT f -rf T i ' i 


gima, 


, " Brrfr PT 

n^pmtrrwt 




tt-'Vrr 




i wi ■w.rnwui 


The introduction of royal farthing tokens in Virginia was 
recommended by Sir John Harvey, Governor of Virginia, in a letter 
dated June 26 , 1636 ,to Secretary Sir Francis Windebank, so that there 
would be a means of paying labor during the period before the tobacco 
crop was picked* In due course Charles I proposed to the Virginia 
Assembly that the royal farthing tokens which were currently in cir¬ 
culation in England should pass in Virginia and that Henry Howard, 

Lord Maltravers, who owned a patent granted by the Crown to make and 
sell royal farthing tokens in England, should furnish such tokens in 
exchange for products of Virginia which were salable in England* Hie 
few existing records of the 1637-8 Assembly of Virginia show that the 
Colonists felt that "said farthings are very much under the value 
of them in copper", that they would be readily counterfeited and that 
tradesmen and others would be disheartened to accept coin which was 
not "somewhat neere the value" of its metal content. Actually the in¬ 
trinsic value of royal farthing tokens was only 5% of their circul¬ 
ating value in England and. counterfeiting them there was a common 
practice* Instead,the Virginia Assembly requested ££000 per year in an 
issue of silver coin which would allow 10$ profit to those who furn¬ 
ished it* The Crown,nevertheless,in I 638 ,granted a license to Lord 
Maltravers to coin farthing tokens for the foreign plantations and cn 

February 16, I 639 granted a license to export English, Irish and Welsh 

6 

farthing tokens to all plantations except Maryland. No farthing 
tokens for America were coined and there is no evidence that royal 
farthing tokens circulating in the British Isles were sent to America. 









! 
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Although the value of foreign gold and silver > oin as used 
in commercial transactions was regulated by law, by derive 
or by the merchants from time to time, no cop|>ei coin of any 
kind circulated in Virginisi pior to th< distribution of 1775 
Virginia halfpence. 7 Beginning in the r.n lv part of tin- 
eighteenth century English coppu halfpence and farthings 
had been growing in 11- in • natiud ,-a,—of trade in the 
northern American < olom ithout 1 val objet tion, but 

Virginia apparently b it tl ,t piiorrnyd approval was ne 
essary Virginia t - lit ialh’ s< night 

t he same pi i vilege 


\ 


italics 6. Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 

1619.16515/9, edited by H. R. Mcllwaine (Richmond, 

Virginia, 1§15 )» PP» 57f; Calendar of State Papers, 
italics Colonial Series, I57h-l660, edited by W. Noel 

Sainsbury, (London, lfcl6), pp. 238, 266,285,290$ 
italics Thomas Snelling, A View of the Copper Coin and 

Coinage of EnglancfT (London, 1766), p. 9* 




7* Two specimens are known of a brass shilling token 
privately issued in 171k by someone named Dawson 
in Gloucester County, Virginia. It is described 
as a pattern and illustrated in Sylvester S. Crosby, 
italics Early Coins of America, page 323 and Plate IX, No. 4. 

Although not fully readable, it has been tentatively 
attributed to Ric(hard) Dawson, whose existence 
has not been confirmed. It may be that the token 
was issued by a partnership having a name such as 
Richeson & Dawson, since the names, Peter Richeson 
and Samuel Dawson, appear separately in Gloucester 
County records of the period. In the writer 1 s 
opinion this coin is brass token money rather than 
a pattern to be struck in silver. 
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OBVERSES 


OBVERSES WITH NO PERIOD A"TER GEORQlVS 


Obv. 

No. 

61*ths 

between 

periods Special features 

Vitfa 

Rev. 

1 

29 

Last period much lower than center 
of letters 

A 

2 

29* 

0 nearer E than R in OEORGIVS. Period 
much closer to I than R 

E 

3 

30 

Base of first I in III slightly 
low. Third I of III as close to R 
of RSX as E is. E closer to X than R 

F 

h 

30* 

Top of second I of III nearer Agfran 
top of first I than third 

I. Period slightly nearer I than 

R. E in REX nearer R than X 

G 

P 

5 

31 

Third I of III too low 


6 

31 * 

Second I of III farther from 
third I than from first I. Period 
nearer R than I. E in REX nearer 

X than R 

X 

7 

31* 

First I in III tilts left. Period 
after X higher than center and 
extremely close to X and to curl 

D 

8 

30 

0 tilts right. First R is low. 

E is high and nearer R than X. Top 
of second I in III nearer top of 
first I than top of third I 

0 



OBVERSES VITH PERIOD AFTER OEORGIVS 


10 

29 

31, 

50* 

Space between tops of first and 
fecond I of III wide. Period 
after III nearer I than R 

X 

N 

11 

30* 

50* 

III perfectly spaced 

N 

12 

31* 

51 

E high in GEORGIVS 

0 nearer E than R in 

GEORGIVS 

S 

13 

32 

28* 

1*9 

Top of second I and third I in 

III distant. Period after 

III higher than center of lettering 

Q 

R 

1U 

32 

30 

51 

Baseline of III rises uniformfrly 
to right. Period nearer I than R 

K 
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OBVERSES 


OBVERSES wITH NO PERIOD ATTER GEORQIVS 


Gbv. 

No. 

61iths 

between 

periods Special features 

With 

Rev. 

1 

29 

Last period much lower than center 
of letters 

A 

2 

29* 

0 nearer E than R in GEORGIYS. Period 
much closer to I than R 

E 

3 

30 

Base of first I in III slightly 
low. Third I of III as close to R 
of RE! as E is. E closer to 1 than R 

F 

It 

30$ 

Top of second I of III nearer sSBsaai 
top of first I than third 

I. Period slightly nearer I than 

H. E in RE! nearer R than X 

G 

P 

5 

31 

Third I of III too low 

a 

2 

X 

6 

31$ 

Second I of III farther from 
third I than from first I. Period 
nearer R than I. £ in REX nearer 

X than R 

7 

31$ 

First I in III tilts left. Period 
after X higher than center and 
extremely close to X and to curl 

D 

8 

30 

0 tilts right. First R is low. 

E is high and nearer R than X. Top 
of second I in III nearer top of 
first I than top of third I 

0 



OBVERSES WITH PERIOD AFTER GS0R0IVS 


10 

29 

31 

50$ 

Space between tops of first and 

Second I of III wide. Period 
after III nearer I than R 

X 

h 

11 

30$ 

31, 

50$ 

III perfectly spaced 

u 

12 

31 

31$ 

51 

E high in GE0RGIVS 

0 nearer S than R in 

GE0RGIVS 

s 

13 

32 

28* 

1*9 

Top of second I and third I in 

III distant. Period after 

HI higher than center of lettering 

Q 

R 

11* 

32 

30 

51 

Baseline of III rises uniforraJHy 
to right. Period nearer I than R 

K 
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Base of first G low. Top of 
first p and second I in III 

distant 

Second I in III tilt3 left. 
Center punch mark shows 
near curls 

First G distant from L 
Base of first I in III 
slightly low 


REVERSES 
REVSRSES WITH 6 STRING HARP 


Special Features 


Small 7*s in date. Period after date 
as near V as 3» Leaf ends opposite 
midpoint between I and R. Leaf ends 
opposite center of left base of A. 
Third I slopes down to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Periods 
centered 


Uth, 5th and 6th strings from left 
side of harp double cut. G distant 
from R and I. Leaf ends opposite space 
to right of I. Leaf ends opposite left 
tip of right base of A. Third I par¬ 
allel to horizontal divider. Period 
near top line of A. Period after 3 
centered 


REVERSES VilTH 7 STRING HARP 


V is low and touches leaf. 

N almost touches arms. Second 
7 higher than 3. Leaf ends slightly 
right of center of I. Leaf ends 
opposite right tip of left base of 
A. Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. Period after date near 
top line. Period after A higher 
than center. 


V is low and close to leaf. Top of G 
curls up. Top of 7 higher than 3. Leaf 
ends opposite point between center and 
right side of upright of I. Leaf ends 
opposite center of narrow A. Third I 
parallel to horizontal divider. Both 
periods higher than center line. 








15 


16 


33 Base of first G low. Top of 

28 first # and second I in III 

$0 distant 

35 Second I in III tilts left. 

28 Center punch mark shows 

5l£ near curls 


17 36 First G distant from K 

28 Base of first I in III 

5U slightly low 


M 


Y 


J 


REVERSES 
REVERSES WITH 6 STRING HARP 


Rev. 

Letter Special Features foith 

Obv. 


A Small 7*s in date. Period after date 1 

as near V as 3« Leaf ends opposite 
midpoint between I and R. Leaf ends 
opposite center of left base of A. 

Third I slopes down to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Periods 
oentered 


B lith, 5th and 6th strings from left 5 

side of harp double cut. G distant 
from R and I. Leaf ends opposite space 
to right of I. Leaf ends opposite left 
tip of right base of A. Third I par¬ 
allel to horizontal divider. Period 
near top line of A. Period after 3 
cente red 


REVERSES WITH 7 STRING HARP 


D V is low and touches leaf. 

N almost touches arms. Second 
7 higher than 3. Leaf ends slightly 
right of center of I. Leaf ends 
opposite right tip of left base of 
A. Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. Period after date near 
top line. Period after A higher 
than center* 


E V is low and close to leaf* Top of G 2 

curls up. Top of 7 higher than 3. Leaf 
end3 opposite point between center and 
right side of upright of I. Leaf ends 
opposite center of narrow A. Third I 
parallel to horizontal divider. Both 
periods higher than center line. 


-U- 









V touches leaf. N is low. Leaf ends 
opposite center of I. Leaf ends close 
to and opposite center of A. Th ird I 
parallel to horizontal divider. W&BHRt 
UliHiiUP'* 1 11 flh Both periods higher 
than center line. 

V is low. First I tilts right. 0 curls 
up at top. Leaf ends opposite center 
of I. Leaf ends opposite Center of A. 
Third I slopes down to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Both periods 
near top of line. 

Sight top of V higher at right end. 
Second I touches arms. A tilts to 
right and its right base is defect¬ 
ive. Leaf ends opposite Center of I. 
Leaf ends opposite center of left 
base of A. Third I is parallel to 
horizontal divider. Periods centered 

V touches and I is very close to ariB3. 

A is high. Leaf ends opposite center 
of I. Leaf ends opposite left tip 

of right base of A. Right side of 
third I parallel to horizontal divider. 
Period above center line of A. Period 
after 3 centered. 

VIR widely spaced. Second I close to 
arms. Leaf ends opposite left side 
of upright of I. Leaf ends opposite 
center of A. Third I parallel to 
horizontal divider* Periods centered 

V is low. G is large and curls up at 
top. Second I touches arms. Leaf 
ends opposite left side of upright 
of I. Leaf ends opposite left tip of 
right base of A. Third I slopes 
slightly up to right relative to 
horizontal divider. Both periods 
slightly above center line. 


V is low. Leaf ends opposite left 
side of upright of I. Leaf ends close 
to and opposite right side of left 
base of defective A. Third I parallel 
to horizontal divider. Periods higher 
than center. 


V is low and touches leaf. 0 is too 
high and raych nearer R than I. Second 
I shows double cutting. Leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of I. 
Leaf ends opposite left tip of right 
base of A. Third I is parallel to 
horizontal divider. Period near top 
line of 3. Period after A centered 

V is low. Top of 3 higher than 7. 

Left base of A is high. Leaf ends 
opposite left tip of I. Leaf ends 
opposite center of A. Left side of 
third I slopes slightly down to right 
relative to horizontal divider. 
Periods centered 


V touches leaf. N is low. Leaf ends 3 

opposite center of I. Leaf ends close 

to and opposite center of A. Thir d I 
parallel to horizontal divider, 

Both period s highe r 
than center line. 

V is low. First I tilts right. G curls h 
up at top. Leaf ends opposite center 

of I. Leaf ends opposite Center of A. 

Third I slopes dovm to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Both periods 
near top of line. 

Sight top of V higher at right end, 17 

Second I touches arras. A tilts to 
right and its right base is defect¬ 
ive. Leaf ends opposite Center of I. 

Leaf ends opposite center of left 
base of A. Third I is parallel to 
horizontal divider. Periods centered 

V touches and I is very close to arms, lit 
A is high. Leaf ends opposite center 

of X. Leaf ends opposite left tip 
of right base of A. Right side of 
third I parallel to horizontal divider. 
Period above center line of A. Period 
after 3 centered. 

VIR widely spaced. Second I close to 15 

arms. Leaf ends opposite left side 
of upright of I. Leaf ends opposite 
center of A. Third I parallel to 
horizontal divider. Periods centered 

V is low. G is large and curls up at 10 

top. Second I touches arms. Leaf 11 

ends opposite left side of upright 

of I. Leaf ends opposite left tip of 
right base of A. Third I slopes 
slightly up to right relative to 
horizontal divider. Both periods 
slightly above center line. 


V is low. Leaf ends opposite left 8 

side of upright of I. Leaf ends close 
to and opposite right side of left 
base of defective A. Third I parallel 
to horizontal divider. Periods higher 
than center. 


V is low and touches leaf. G is too ii 

high and much nearer R than I. Second 

I shows double cutting. Leaf end3 
opposite left side of upright of I. 

Leaf ends opposite left tip of right 
base of A, Third I is parallel to 
horizontal divider. Period near top 
line of 3. Period after A centered 

V is low. Top of 3 higher than 7. 13 

Left base of A is high. Leaf ends 
opposite left tip of I. Leaf ends 
opposite center of A. Left side of 

third I slopes slightly down to right 
relative to horizontal divider. 

Periods centered 
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R V is low and very close to arms. 13 

I touches arms. R is low. Leaf ends 
opposite left tip of I, Leaf close to 
and ends opposite right tip of left 
base of A. Third I parallel to hori¬ 
zontal divider. Period after 3 
centered. Period slightlv above center 
line of A. 

S V distant from first I. Second I close 12 

to arms. Leaf ends opposite left tip 
of I. Leaf ends opposite canter of A. 

Third I slopes down to right relative 
to horizontal, divider. Period at top 
line of 3» Period above center line of A 


REVERSES aIIH 8 STRING HARP 


X V is low, tilts right and^Jclose to leaf. 6 

Second I touches arms. Leaf ends 10 

opposite left side of upright of I. 

Leaf close to and ends opposite center 
of narrow A. Third I slopes down to 
right relative to horizontal divider. 

Period higher than center line of 3 . 

Period near top line of A 

T V is distant from first I. Second I 16 

almost touches arms. N is low and 
almost touches arms. Leaf ends opposite 
left side of upright of I. Leaf close 
to and ends opposite right tip of left 
base of A. Third I parallel to hori¬ 
zontal divider. Period after 3 centered. 
Period higher than center line of A. 

2 V is low. First I tilts right. Leaf £ 

ends opposite right tip of I. Leaf 
ends close to and opposite center 
of norrow A. Third I slopes down to 
right relative to horizontal divider. 

Flat period above center line of 3 . 

Flat period near top line of A 


- 16 - 



V is low and very close to arms. 

I touches arms. i» is low. Leaf ends 
opposite left tip of I. Leaf close to 
and ends opposite right tip of left 
base of A. Third I parallel to hori¬ 
zontal divider. Period after 3 
centered. Period slightly above center 
line of A. 

V distant from first I. Second I close 
to arms. Leaf ends opposite left tip 
of 1. Leaf ends opposite center of A. 
Third I slopes down to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Period at top 
line of 3. Period above center line of A 


BISVSRSKS wITH 8 STRING HARP 


l.Af 

V is low, tilts right and.close to leaf. 
Second I touches arms. Leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of I. 

Leaf close to and ends opposite center 
of narrow A. Third I slopes down to 
right relative to horizontal divider. 
Period higher than center line of 3. 
Period near top line of A 


V is distant from first I. Second I 
almost touches arms. N is low and 
almost touches arms. Leaf ends opposite 
left side of upright of I. Leaf close 
to and ends opposite right tip of left 
base of A. Third I parallel to hori¬ 
zontal divider. Period after 3 centered. 
Period higher than center line of A. 

V is low. First I tilts right. Leaf 
ends opposite right tip of I. Leaf 
ends close to and opposite center 
of norrow A. Third I slopes down to 
right relative to horizontal divider. 
Flat period above center line of 3. 

Flat period near top line of A 
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NO PART OF THIS ARTICLE MAY BE PUBLISHED WITHOUT THE FINAL 
APPROVAL OF THE AUTHOR. 


COINAGE 

FOR 

COLONIAL VIRGINIA 


Virginia halfpence of 1773 have the unique distinction 
of being the only fully authorized coinage having legal tender 
status and being specifically minted for any one or more of the 
thirteen English colonies which became the United States of 
America. Massachusetts Bay Colbny authorized and established a 
mint for its own silver coinage in 1652 when political confusion 
as to colonial control existed in England but subsequently had 
years of controversy over the coinage because the action was 
taken and continued without the necessary approval of the English 
Crown. The Lord Baltimore coinage for Maryland although origin¬ 
ally forced into circulation by a Maryland act passed April 12, 
1662 was not made legal tender and after the Mint clerk had con¬ 
fiscated all dies and available coin Lord Baltimore was required 
to appear before the Council of State in England for having 
privately ordered the coinage without English permission. The 
Rosa Americana coinage of 1722 to 172li was authorized by the 
Crown for American circulation, but legal tender status was 
specifically denied. All other coinages made for American 
colonial use prior to the American Revolution appear to be un¬ 
official token money. 

a) 

Curiously enough it was not until 1892 that it was 
pointed out that the Virginia halfpence had any authorization 
whatsoever, as Dickeson, Crosby, Dye and other numiszaatic 
writers had assumed it was token money. 

(1) Charles T. Tatman, The Virginia Coinage, published in 
the Magazine, Plain Talk, New York, 1892 j reprinted by 
the author at Worcester, Mass. 189k and in The Numismatist, 
1911, Vol.mv, p.233. 
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In section 10 of the Virginia Charter of April 10, 

1606 the patentees were authorized to “establish and cause to 

be made a coin, to pass current there (Virginia) between the 

people of those several colonies (in Virginia), for the more 

ease of traffick and bargaining between and amongst them and 

the natives there, of such metal, and in such manner and form, 

as the said several councils there shall limit and appoint." 

No use of this power was ever made. In 1638 Henry Lord Maltraver 

was granted the right for 21 years to stamp farthing tokens in 

copper to issue in the plantations in Virginia, New England 
(2) 

and Bermuda, but no coin seems to have been struck. On 
November 20, 16U5 the Colony passed a law to permit the coin¬ 
age of copper in denominations of 2, 3> 6 and 9 pence to drive 
tobacco from circulating as a medium of small change, but no such 
coin was issued. 

Although foreign silver coin was regulated by law 
and used in trade no copper coin of any kind circulated in ^ ^ 
Virginia prior to the distribution of 1773 Virginia halfpence. 
Other colonies were using English copper halfpence and farthings 
and Virginia from time to time sought the same privilege. 


(2) Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 1903, 

Vol. XI, p.U9. 

(3) The pewter coin bearing the title and equestrian figure 

of King James II of England and having the Spanish denomin¬ 
ation of l/2iith real in order to circulate in the English 
plantations in America is not as yet connected by any evi¬ 
dence with Virginia, 

No fully readable specimen of or information concerning the 
brass shilling pattern of 171U attributed to Richard Dawson 
and to Virginia seems to be known. 
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An act passed by the Colony of Virginia in October 
1710 provided that if her Majesty Queen Anne would permit 
English copper coin to be brought into Virginia it would 
circulate for the same amount as it does in Great Britain, 
but no one should be required to accept over 2 shillings 

6 pence in copper in payments over 20 shillings or over 

•* + ) 

one shilling as part of a lesser payment. No copper was 

then being coined in England and the proposed circulation 

in Virginia of copper coin at par with English exchange 

would not give the mother country a sufficient economic 

motive to take money from her treasury for that purpose. 

This law requesting copper coin was reenacted by the Virginia 

assembly in 1727 when the administratioh of King George II 

(£) 

had come into power. Nothing resulted from either soli¬ 

citation. A third legislative attempt was made in November 
1769 when an act was passed in Virginia providing that sub¬ 
ject to the consent of King George III the treasurer of the 
colony was authorized to purchase on behalf of the colony 
£2500 in English copper coin at its circulating value. The 
copper coin was to be paid out at the Virginia treasury at 


(4) Statutes at Large of Virginia, V. fc. Hening, 
9th Anne, Chap. X. 

(£) Statutes at Large of Virginia, fc. W. Hening, 
1st George II, Chap. IX. 
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British rates or exchanged for other coin. The copper was 

to be legal tender in Virginia up to the amounts previously 

(6) 

designated. At that time in exchange value the paper currency 
of Virginia issued in denominations of pounds and shillings 
was worth only 6 Virginia shillings to the Spanish dollar 
whereas English exchange (sterling) was worth about li shillings 

(7) 

8 pence to the Spanish dollar. Since the value of Virginia 
currency therefore was almost 2 5% less than the value of English 
sterling currency it would be natural for any English halfpence 
introduced to pass as halfpence in Virginia to find their way 
elsewhere in a short time. This would defeat the aims of the 
Virginia assembly to keep copper coin in circulation. Realiz¬ 
ing the impractability of the 1769 act it was repealed and re- 

(8) 

placed by an act of February, 1772 under which the treasurer 
was authorized to import £1000 sterling value of a special issue 
of coined copper in a denomination equivalent to a halfpenny 
in Virginia currency subject to the consent and regulations 
of the Grown. 

The Crown authorized the coinage of not more than 
Twenty Five Tons of Virginia halfpence by Royal Warrant issued 
on May 20, 1773 for the benefit of John Norton, a former Virgin! 
and provided that 60 halfpence weigh one pound and be made 
at the Tower Mint by the Royal Mintmaster who was to be paid 5 
pence per pound for striking and 20 shillings per ton for book¬ 
keeping. The dies were to be prepared at the mint, the obverse 
having the bust of George III surrounded with the Inscription 
GE0R0I0S«III»REX. and the reverse having a modified Virginia 
eoat of arms to which 

(6) Statutes at Large of Virginia, W. W. Hening 
10th George III, Chap. XII. 

(7) J. Wright, The American Negotiator or the 
Various Currencies of the British Colonies in 
America, London, 1761 and subsequently; Journals of the 
Continental Congress, Vol. Ill, p.319j Gaine's Universal 
Register, Mew York (1775) p. Ih8. 

(8) Statutes at Large of Virginia, W. W. Hening 
13 George III, Chap. XVII. 


the word VIRGINIA and the date were to be added. Copper 

The arrangement for the copper to be furnished by 
John Norton was to enable him to purchase the metal as reason¬ 
ably as possible so that the circulating value of the coin 
less the aggregate of coat of material, minting, bookkeeping 
and transportation would give rise to a profit. It can be 
assumed that John Norton was acting as agent for Virginia 
and that the profit would accrue to colonial government. 

The designation of the weight of Virginia halfpence 
at 60 to the pound was logical from a theoretical point of 
view. Genuine English halfpence weighing U6 to the pound 
were then being minted. Since Virginia currency was worth 
almost 2$% less than English exchange, the copper to be con¬ 
tained in Virginia halfpence was designated to weigh almost 
25% less than that in English halfpence. 

( 10 ) 

By proclamation dated November 16, 177li it wa3 re¬ 
cited that five tons of such halfpence were coined and were 
ready for export and that ,f we do accordingly hereby ordain, 
declare, and command that the said pieces of copper money, so 
coined, stamped, and impressed, as aforesaid, shall be current 
and lawful Money of and in our said colony of Virginia and of 
and within the districts and precincts of the same; and shall 
pass and be received therein after the rate following, that 
is to say, twenty-four of the said pieces shall pass and be 
received for the sum of one shilling, according to the cur¬ 
rency of our said province of Virginia * * The maximum 

to be received in one payment was limited to the same amounts 

(9) Public Records Office, London, Tome 92-62, p.379-81. 

(10) Peter Force, American Archives, Washington, 1837 
iith Series, Vol. I, p.982. See also The Numismatist, 

Vol. LI, p.695, August, 1938, 
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stated in the previous acts of the Virginia assembly, namely 
up to 60 halfpence in a payment of 20 shillings or more and 
up to 2ii halfpence for smaller payments. According to the fore¬ 
going proclamation 672,000 of Virginia halfpence of 1773 were 
coined which fact is confirmed by the records of the London Mint. 

The Virginia halfpence apparently arrived in Virginia 
at the end of 17714 along with copies of the November 16, 177U 
proclamation and many were paid out by the treasury in exdhange 
for paper currency. At that time a few genuine and quantities 
of counterfeit English copper halfpence were circulating in 
Now England at 2/3 pence New England currency ahd in the central 
colonies at 3/l* pence or more in their currencies. New England 
currency had exactly the same exchange value as Virginia cur¬ 
rency at that time. Counterfeit English halfpence in circul¬ 
ation in America did not contain any more copper than Virginia 
halfpence and very often less. The intrinsic value of the 
metal in all the above-mentioned coppers was in any event less 
than half of their circulating value. Virginia merchants natur¬ 
ally were aware of all of these conditions. It is therefore 
logical to assume that those who received Virginia halfpence 
for the value of one-half pence in Virginia currency did not wish 
to spend them for that amount when coin of equivalent si^e and 
weight in neighboring colonies could ue spent for a far greater 
value. 

Virginia halfpence were in Virginia less than four months 
before the American Revolution began. The state of war influenced 
the people of Virginia and of the other colonies to hoardmetallic 
money and first to spend their own paper money and the paper cur¬ 
rency issued by the Continental Congress. Thus Virginia had a 
second economic force interfere with the natural circulation of 
its halfpence. 

Thomas Jefferson on November 7, 1776 submitted to the 
General Assembly of Virginia a "Bill for Altering the Rates of 

(11) Sir John Craig, The Mint, Cambridge University Press, 

1953, P. 378-9. 
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Copper Coin of this Commonwealth" providing that the Virginia 
halfpence should pass for one penny each of Virginia money. He 
seems to have deemed it necessary to do so "For rendering the 
halfpenny peices of Copper coin of this Commonwealth of more con¬ 
venient value and by that means introducing them into more general 
( 12 ) 

circulation"• This proposal indicates that the only effective 
means to induce those who held Virginia coppers to spend them was 
to increase substantially their legal tender value. 

In 178U when Thomas Jefferson was participating in the 
plans for a copper coinage for the United States he made certain 
written suggestions which have heretofore mystified numismatists 
and made Jefferson appear to have been unfamiliar with the auth¬ 
orised copper halfpence of his own commonwealth. Jefferson states, 
"In Virginia coppers have never been in use. It will be as easy, 
therefore, to introduce them there of one value as of another." 

The facts heretofore set forth explain the meaning of Jefferson’s 
assertion. The people of Virginia had determined to hoard their 
own coppers rather than use them for currency as halfpence and 
therefore there was no natural circulation of Virginia halfpence 
in Virginia. Ho other coppers had oeen permitted to be introduced 
into circulation in Virginia. 

Virginia halfpence are reasonably common in uncirculated 
condition chiefly because of the discovery almost a century ago by 
Col.H.1.Cohen of a hoard of halfpence in Richmond still in the orig¬ 
inal keg. A few specimens of these coins have been dug up at 
Williamsburg during the course of restoration work indicating their 
contemporary ownership by several residents. Some specimens in 
collectors hands are well worn from circulation but it is likely 
that this circulation took place outside of Virginia after Virginia 
merchants had sent halfpence to other states where coppers of many 
types circulated freely at a higher value after the end of the 
Revolutionary War until 1789. 

(12) Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Julian P. Boyd, Editor, 

1950, Volume 1, page 597. 

(13) Notes on the establishment of a Money Unit and of a 
Coinage for the United States, Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 

1953* Volume 7, page 178. 
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177k SILVER COINAGE 


There are four known specimens of a 177i* Virginia 

( 111 ) 

coinage in silver and all of them are brilliant proofs. 

The bust on the obverse is much larger than that on the 1773 
halfpence and the legend reads GEORQIVS"XII DEI •GRATIA* 
instead of GEOROIVS*III *RgJC*as specified in the 1773 royal 
warrant and the 177k proclamation. The text of the obverse 
legend of the pattern would require on the reverse a title 
at least with the word REX. The reverse however is exactly 
the same style as the reverse of the 1773 copper halfpence 
and only reads "VIRGINIA * 177k n . It might be asserted be¬ 
cause of the diameter of the pattern and its legend that the 
obverse die might be a die for a guinea since no English 
shillings were minted between 1763 and 1787, but the guineas 
of that era have a period instead of the top of the head 
separating III and DEI. No English coin or English pattern 
has the obverse die of the 177k Virginia coinage. The standard 
legal weight for the coinage of English silver shillings 
if they had been struck would have been 9 3 grains and it is 
interesting to note that the 8k to 86% grain weight of the 
177k pattern is about 10# below the English standard. The 
reduced weight of the silver pattern indicates that con¬ 
sideration might have been given to a Virginia shilling which 
would stay in circulation in Virginia and not be exported 
for its silver value. This could not be attempted unless 
the value of Virginia currency could be raised so as to be 

(lk) Specimens are in the collections of F.C.C.Boyd, 

Johns Hopkins University, Mrs. R.Henry Horweb, and 

the writer. Whether a 177k bronae proof exists is not 
certain. See James Atkins, The Coins and Tokens of 
the Possessions and Colonies of the British Empire. 

1889, p. 26^, 
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at par with English currency and this was more than just a 
hope due to the stability and prosperity of Virginia at that 
time. Although no legal authority for the coinage of Virginia 
shillings exists the legends on the pattern indicate that 
something new was being attempted beyond the scope of the 
Virginia legislation, the 1773 royal warrant, or the 177b 
proclamation. Numismatists are certainly justified in calling 
this 177h muling a pattern shilling rather than a pattern 
halfpence in silver. 
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CLASSIFICATIJK 'Jl VARIETIES 


There are both major and minor die varieties of the 
1773 Virginia halfpence. The major difference in the ob¬ 
verses is the existence or lack of a period after QEORGIVS. 

The major difference in the reverses is the number of strings 
in the harp on the coat of arms, there being either 6, 7 or 8. 
The bust of George III was punched in all obverse dies with 
the same hub and the Virginia coat of arms was punched in all 
reverse dies with the same hub. Generally the same number 
and letter punches were used for all legends and the position 
of these legends gives rise to the minor die varieties. 

One 1773 reverse die still remains in the Royal Mint 

(l£) 

Museum. 

The dies for the variety classified as 1-A are uastgfefe&y 
well cut. It has a proof-like surface and is perfectly struck 
on planchets weighing 135^ grains or about 57 to the pound. 

This weight is $% heavier than the weight officially required 
whereas the weight of all other varieties ranges between 
105 and 128 grains. The planchet diameters of variety 1-A 
are 1-1/8 Inches, whereas the diameters of all other varieties 
range between 6l/6ii inches to 1-1/32 inches. These facts and 
the scarcity of variety 1-A lead tothe conclusion that these 
are trial pieces struck from the first pair of die3 prepared 
to submit for original approval. Appar ntly these trial dies 
were not used for production coinage as I have not found either 
of these dies used on any halfpence of a more normal weight. 


( l£) Hocking, Royal Mint Museum Catalogue, London 
Vol. I., p.302. 
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This coin has been improperly referred to in the past as a 
penny but more correctly should be described as a trial piece 
for halfpence on a large planchet. Its principal design 
features which distinguish it from all other varieties are 
the small 7's in the date and only 6 strings in the harp. 

In classifying varieties of the coinage the dies 
have been grouped so that the minor varieties are subdivisions 
of major varieties. 

to the obverse dies with period after GEORGIYS I 
find that the distance between the three periods varies on 
each die. I have measured in 6l±ths of an inch from the center 
of the period after GEORGIYS to the center of the period 
after ITT for the first length, from the center of the period 
after III to the center of the period after RKX for the second 
length and from the center of the period after REX to the 
center of the period after GEORGIVS for the third length. 

As to obverses with no period after GEQRGIVS the 
distance in 6liths of an inch between the canter of the two 
existing periods has been measured. 

As to the reverses the dies are first grouped by the 
number of harp strings. There is one large leaf extending 
outward from the upper part of each side of the arms on the 
reverse. The leaf on the right ends opposite various portions 
of the first I and the leaf on the left ends opposite various 
pr or - t - iono of frfee- f ±nr fr “£~-5 rnd the leaf --Ofr- th e left endo opposi r t e 

v<trlC"rs portions of A. These differences are noted in de¬ 
scribing the varieties. 

The horizontal member of St. George*s cross in the 
arms of Virginia is referred to as the horizontal divider 
and in cutting the lettering into the various dies the up- 
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right of the third I in VIRGINIA is sometimes parallel and 
sometimes not parallel to the line of the horizontal divider* 
This relationship is noted in describing the reverses. 

There is a period after 1773 and a period after 
VIRGINIA. These periods were intended to be placed midway 
between the circular base line and the circular top line of 
the lettering and numbering. Some of those periods are cent¬ 
ered' others are higher than the center line ranging up to 
the top line and these positions are noted. The shape of 
these periods is not always circular and some appear like 
flat lumps or dashes, but because of recutting these vari¬ 
ations are not used as a basis for die distinction. 

As quantities of coins were struck the wear on the 
dies produced some die breaks and also made it necessary to 
re cut portions of the lettering. No attempt has been made 
to point out these minute differences by creating subvarieties. 
There has been a sufficient use of the magnifying glass al¬ 
ready. 

The following table describes lit obverse dies and 16 
reverse dies which are found combined to constitute 18 vari¬ 
eties j 




u 




7 




The author will he grateful if readers will check 
specimens of Virginia halfpence so as to find such new dies 
and new combinations of dies as may exist. Gaps in the die 
designations have been left open for that purpose. Crosby indi¬ 
cates that twenty pairs of dies seem to have been used but 
this is only an estimate. 

The coins examined are principally from the collection 
of F.C.C.Boyd without whose continued encouragement and cooper¬ 
ation the author*s research in early American numismatics would 
be drastically curtailed. The writer wishes to acknowledge the 
courtesies of the Missouri Historical Society, Harvard Law 
School Library, New York Historical Society, American Numismatic 
Society, Leonard S. Forrer, John Ford and Walter Breen for the 
location of source material 


16 Sylvester S. Crosby, Early Coins of America, Boston, 
1878, p. 339. 
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ROYAL MINT, 





LONDON, E.C.3. 


13th June, 1953. 

Royal Mint Ref: 9921/1935 



• I now enclose photostat copies of the 

documents mentioned in your letter of the 
25th May, together with a rubbing of the obverse 
and reverse of the Virginia halfpence The 
charge for this service will be five^lollars 
and I have completed your cheque accordingly. 

If you are in England in August and would 
care to visit the Royal Mint I shall be veiy 
happy to welcome you. 



ir. Eric P. Newraan, 

400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


U.S.A. 
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LAWS OF VIRGINIA, 


Poor to wear 
a badge. 


r _■» and the names of such poor person* shall 
be called over, and the reasons of their receiving re- 
Jiel examined, and such of the said poor shbll their be 
continued on the parish, or discharged therefrom, as 
the said vestry shall direct. And that the poor of 
every parish may be the better known, 

-V*!;, Be U f urther tnuded, by the authority afore- 
said, 1 hat every person who shall receive relief from 
the parish, and be sent to the said house, or houses, 
shall, upon the shoulder of the right sleeve of his or 
her uppermost garment, in an open and visible man- 
ner, wear a badge, with the name of the parish to 
which be or site belongs, cut either in blue, red, or 
green cloth, as the vestry or churchwardens shall di- 
rectj and if any poor person shall neglect or refnse to 
wear su< h badge, the vestry or churchwardens of such 
parish may punish such offence, either by ordering 
his or her allowance to be abridged, suspended, or 
withdrawn, or the offender to be whipped, not exceed¬ 
ing five lashes for one offence, or at one time; and if 
any person, not entitled to relief as aforesaid, shall 
presume to wear such badge,he or sheso offendingshall, 
in like manner, be whipped for every such offence, by 
order of any justice of the peace, unless he or she 
shall immediately pay down the sum'of ton shillings 
to the churchwardens, for the use of the poor of that 
parish where the offence shall be committed. 

IX. .hid be it further enacted, by the authority afore¬ 
said, lhat this act shall be takea and allowed in ail 
courts within this colony as a public act, without soc- 
cially pleading the same. 


CHAP. VII. 

An Act to amend an act , intituled , An Act 
Edit 1769 declaring the laws concerning eccecu- 
P . 323 . ’ tions , and/or the relief of insolvent debt¬ 

ors,- and for other purposes therein men¬ 
tioned. 

Preamble. I. WHEREAS by an act of General Assembly, 
made in the twenty second year of the reign of his 
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present majesty, intituled, An act declaring the law 

r^s^=V!S*£fK i H 

officer to whom such writ is duected, s ■ - 

advance' 1 upon 1 the difference of 

the non-acceptance, or non-payment ot bills of ex¬ 
change, or sufficient to enable merchants to remit the 
money due to them in this colony without g.-at <»ss. 

II BEtt therefore enacted , by the Lieutenant Go 
vernor. Council , and Burgesses, of this present Genet ol fet to be 
Jissemblui and it is hereby enacted, by the authority of discharged 
IlTJZJ That in anv action which hath been or shall at such a dif- 

Z££££ •* is - *■“ ***« 4i »* t f - r f th ;5E&. 

ZJ***rv of anv sterling money, in any court of re- the c0l f rt 
“Ttotbis dominion, the plaintiff or plain--shall think 

Bib shall recover, such court shall have power, and proper, 
an hereby directed by rule to be entered, at the foot 
their judgment, in such action to order such judg¬ 
ment to US-charged or levied in current money, at 
such a difference of exchange as they shall think just, 
nnr law, usage, or custom, to the contrary thereof, 

wise notwithstanding. 

Ill Jlnd he it further enacted, That ,f a»y pemon wh,« . 
ML h, Mr »“i« «r.-atu-r to he brought, declare for £»* J 
BterHfW money, except where the debt or duty is pay- ster i mg mo- 
•kl# in sterlina. the plaintiff in every such suit shall ney, where 

- ff *jHm 'i«i if W tt V '’ after T; swws 

ing or this act, take a bond, obligation, or note, paya¬ 
ble in sterling, for any current money debt, and shall 
bring anv suit thereon, the court before whom such 
mit shall be tried, upon proof beinaLmadc thereof, 
obali order the judgment to be discflRrged or levied 
in current money, at the rate of twenty five per cent. 

IV. And be it'further enacted, by the authority afore- mail bill#ot 

said. That in all bills of exchange given after the first exeb-nS'.^ 

day of October next, for any debt due m current m - pegged what 
nev of this colony, or for current money advanced and was paid for 
paid for such bills, it shall he mentioned and express- dba-je. 
ed in such bills, the sum in current money that was ^ tQ 
paid or allowed for the same; and, tn default thereof, sertany e - 
in case such bill shall be protested and a suit brought 
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thertn»n the for the recovery of the money due thereby, the mm hf 
tme ium. money expressed in such bill shall be held and taken 
as current money, and judgment Shall be entered ac¬ 
cordingly: And if any person so receiving or purchas¬ 
ing a bill of exchange shall express or cause to be ex¬ 
pressed therein any other than the true sum in car- 
rent money allowed for the same, every such person 
so offending, shall forfeit and pay to the person draw¬ 
ing such bill, the whole sum of money for which such 
bill shall be drawn: to be recovered with costs, by 
action of debt, in any court of record within tlris co¬ 
lony, wherein the same shall be cognisable. 

V. And to the end people may not be injured, for 
want of due proof of the rate of exchange so given or 
allowed for such bills, where the same is aof truly ex¬ 
pressed therein, such bills being usually negociatedin 
secret, and with such caution, that it can irldom be 
detected in the ordinary course of evidence; Beit fur* 
ther enacted , That it shall and may be lawful for an f 
drawer of such bill of exchange to exhibit a bill in 
chancery, in any court of record in this colony, against 
the person to whom such bill shall be payable, to culn- 
pel him to discover upon his corporal oath the true 
difference of exchange given or allowed for such b)Qj 
and, in that case, if it shall appear that a less rate of 
exchange was given or allowed than is expressed, the 
drawer of such hill shall be discharged from the pen-, 
alty hen in before iriflictcd for the same; but shall be 
decreed to pay to the drawer so much money as the 
rate of exchange allowed shall he less than the r*ta 
of exchange expressed, together with the damages o t& 
ten per centum, per annum thereon, to the time of" 
such decree, and costs of suit. 

VI. And whereas many persons come from beyond 
sea, and here settle ami trade with the subjects of this 
colony, who become indebted to them on account of 
such dealings; and the persons so trading, iri order to 
entitle themselves to many advantages allowed to the 
merchants resididg in Great Britain, and bringing 
suits here for the recovery of debts contracted them*, 
do pretend that they are factors for some persons be¬ 
yond the sea: and do accordingly commence suits. In 
the names of such pretended principals, although it Is 
reasonable that the debts so contracted should be con¬ 
sidered, in all respects, as other debts between per¬ 
sons residing in this colony: for remedy whereof. 
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dit tiH th° first day of November following, vl shn„. 
take boniW with sufficient set irity, payable to Rea* 
surer i f this colony for the tune being, and shall I n- 
mil ihe same to the said treasurer widen <*ne month »f* 
su nma-v rt ,cr suel/sale. Autl it’ any such buyer shall neglect * 
refuse m^pav the money on the h-m K d'oremd, tvh ■ 
P ashasur*. tlve same shall become due, it shall and may be lawful 
for the general court, or the court of the cm,, m where 
such buyer re-mi •>, o t a m itiou to them made by the 
treasurer oi' this colony for the time being, to give jttdg* 
rn. ut on the said bonds, and thereon to awi I oxocu* 
tion, pruvid. 1 so- h ijiwrs and his securities, i- 
tneir linrs, e\.cm , »1m. <• ...tors, have ten nays 

previous notice, • • t Air 

t v >h- aid treasurer to the e-eneral assembly. 

Public i» . And •»' 

c , >i\> when vied ' n uj-m* •> , it*. .Jr . '■» 

f u assembly, executed -laves, tobacco stolen out 
ot and damage i in ih ub i ar 

public expences, a. ! in act lias p.i-scd i>r paying the 
burgesses wages for this present session of assembly in 
cuonpy; and whereas the looney now in the public 
treasury is not sufficient to answer the several de* 
mauds, and large stuns are expected to be paid in by 
the twentieth day of June next: Be it therejore enacted, 
by the authority at':-' A Tb »i the i.**d «-l*»i*. t 

the public iball . mm i- . Mmi irw onwmr 

until the s ini i.ientieth day of June next; nevertheless 
the said treasurer may discharge * mki 

’ •- •’*, 
oraiiylin.il. «». . tw p* p«rf 

411 , shall be received by iuiu . 


CHAP. XVII. 

f| An act to amend the several acts of 
assembly respecting the curt'ency of 
copper money in this colony. 

JopTero.i^ 1 WHEREAS by an net of die general assembly, 
regulated, passed in the first year of the reign of his late majesty 
kiug George the second, intituled Ay act for the better 
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^ Ifegulating end ascertaining the current rates of silver 
com witbw this dominion, and for preventing the evil 
practise of cutting foreign gold into pieces, it is, 
tmwgit etb<:i tilings, enacted, that if his majesty, his 
heirs, or snccessors, should tlin.k lit, at any thru the fl¬ 
atter, to permit copper coin to be brought in and pass 
in this colony, the same should pass and be cum nt at 
the like rates it doth pass in Great-Britain. And whorc- 
fgl as by one other act of assembly, passed in the tenth 
? <J‘ear of the reign of his present majesty, intituled An act 
Scr* for the better support of tin coniineent charges of go- 
’ v ♦wnment, it is, ammg»t other things, enacted that if 
bis majesty vhookl be graciously pleased to permit cop¬ 
per money to I* brought m and jx»> in this colony, 
the treasurer should, «i die pub'it exjM-nce, cause so 
much' of such copper to be purcha-cd in Great-Britain, 
as at the rates at which it doth pass there would amount 
to two thousand five hundred pounds sterling. And 
whereas it is represented to this general assembly, that 
ii will be more convenient for the purposes to which 
copper Mhuio is u-ually applied, to have the same 
coined into halfpenny piece- of the value ol ? >> much 
current m ney of Virginia, instead of sterling money 
of Grea; Britain, and that the value of one thousand 
pounds sterling, in such currency halfpence, will be 
sufficient to answer the present occasions of the colonv: 

Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor . Council , and 
Burgesses, of this present General Assembly, and it is 
hereby enacted, by the authority of the same, That so Fart °f 
much of the last mentioned act as impoveers the trea- ^ ef> 
surer to import eopper money, to the amount of two poak-d. rC 
thousand five hundred pounds sterling, is hereby re¬ 
pealed. 

II. And he it further enacted, by the authority afore- ”; t , 1 1 f P ence ' 
said. That if lu* majesty should be graciously pleased Sterling va- 
to authoi lie the circulation of copper money in this fue to be in- 
colony, the trea-nrer for the time being shall, at the P orted * &c - 
expence of the public, import so many halfpence of the 

value of the current money of Virginia as may be pur¬ 
chased for one thousand pounds sterling, exclusive of 
costs and charges, to be issued and exchanged, at the 
public treasury, for the purposes, and under the regu¬ 
lations, prescribed and directed by the said recited acts. 

III. Provided always, That nothing in this act con¬ 
tained shall be construed to restrain his majesty from 
■regulating the currency of the said eopper money wit}*- 
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LAWS OF VIRGINIA, 

In (his colony, in such a manner as his majesty, by 
his royal proclamation, or by his royal instruction* to 
his governor, or commander in chief of this colony, for 
the time being, shall, from time to time, judge proper 
and necessary. p ' - * 


CHAP. XVIII. 

An act for the ease and relief of tht 
•people bo paying the burgesses 
tenges in money for the present ses¬ 
sion oj Assembly. 

WHEREAS by one act of assembly, passed in the 
third and fourth years of the reign of his late majesty 
king George the second, intituled Au act for the better 
regulating the payment of the burgesses wages, it is 
b'e in mo- among other things, enacted, that when any session of 
««)'• assembly should be thereafter held, and upon examina¬ 

tion of the treasurer'^ accounts, it should appear that 
there arc monies sufficient in his hands to discharge all 
the money debt- n either a.diike burg **-* lint 

sala^ - dx SMKti to the respective officers of the 
general assembly, savin8r‘*^w , •»— wy '** th* b easts qf 
the u*.«< • * -"*! ttiuo fix' s«tu allowances, a 

bo. .in , 1 , Wh«u .jndred pound* at lr»#t. thei thejs 
every burgess, elected ami w r>u»g lor any county or 
corporation within this dominion, should be paid, out 
ol the public money, the sum of ten shillings for each 
day lie should serve in the house of burgesses, with such 
further allowances, and under such restrictions and re¬ 
gulations, as in the said act is at large directed: And 
whereas it appears there is not money sufficient in the 
treasurer’s hands to pay the burgesses wages for this 
present session of assembly, leaving a balance of fifteen 
hundred pounds, according to the directions of tbes^id 
act; nevertheless, as the payment of the said wages in 
money will be a great ease and relief to the inhabitants 
of this colony, by lea ning the levy by the poll, fie it 
therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council, anc n 
gesses, of this present General Assembly , and it is 
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or refuse to pay the money, on the bonds aforesaid, 
when the same shall become due, it shall and may be 
lawful for the general court, or the court of the county 
where such buyer resides, on a motion to them made 
by the treasurer of this colony for the time being, to 
give judgment on the said bonds, and thereon to award 
execution; provided such buyer and his securities, his 
and their heirs, executors nr administrators, have ten 
days previous notice: And where the depositnm shall 
be less than one thousand pounds of tobacco, the sheriff 
shall in the month of July or August, at bis county 
court-house, sell such tobacco for rewdv money, and 
immediately pay the m»hk to the treasurer aforesaid; 

.ue» *h*ll bt mmmmmA im by the <»«d tma- 

surer to the general —w » h lv 


CHAP. XU. 

An Act for the better support of Ike 
contingent charges oj government. 

1 WHERE VS if hath been judged expedient^ in t y 
compliance with his majesty’s requisition, made to this 
house of ourge***, u» thh present session of Assembly , 
to vote the «un of two thomand <he hundred pounds 
sterling towards defraying the xpences of running a 
line between this colony and the Cherokee country, 

Recital and moreover to direct an application to he made to 
his majesty to permit copper money to be imported ih- 
to this colony, to the value of trvo thousand five hun¬ 
dred pounds sterling, and pass for t^c greater cont-e- 
niency of change in sriiall payments: it therefore , 4 

enacted , by the Governor, Council, and Burgesses, of 
this present General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the sanie, That as soon as his ma¬ 
jesty’s ultimate resolution shall be known, in regard to 
the boundary to be established between this colony and 
the Cherokee Indians, Robert Carter Nicholas, esq? 

Trpences of treasurer of this colony, or the treasurer for tbe time 
negotiating- being, appointed bv or pursuant to act of assembly, 

^V 1 " 8 shall, out of the public money in his hands, froth time 
ing?boun to lime, pay to such person or persons as he shall be 
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directed by w«nM from (be g* * ' <»r commander t,ar >>» ot e *- 
in chief for *** ume « much as shall be « c >soo'^^fer- 

necessa r\ * defr** • of the n«.. « Ution, \,. gt to i, c 

gad tunning A» - tfUfCMUd, « hoie Min. 10 paai by trea- 

be paid o* *^*t occasion. doth not v ■ • um 

|.wp thousand five htum. •'! gwnds sterling. 

T». 4nd it 1 t 'mrtker enacted, Oy ih* mithoniy .<'• tr- 
i#id, That if his majesty shall be graciously ph ased n> 
permit popper money to be brought in, and puss >n this Cupper mo- 
colony, tile said treasurer shall, at the public expence, nc > '" ■' 
cam* to much of .«ch copper to be purchased in Great- . 

Britain at at the rate*, at which it doth pass there, will j, 

•mount to wo thousand five hundred pounds sterling, mmim, 

and to be imported into this colony; and shall pay the 

sarpe away at the British rates to any persons having 

legal demands against the treasury, in such proportions 

as is directed by an act of assembly, made in the first P a >'»blu r.t 

year of the reign of king George the second, intituled c ? rla "' ralcs - 

An *i t tor the better regulation and ascertaining the 

current rate* » t coin within this dominion, and 

fn» j**. --wig itie evil * e of cutting foreign *. M 

we* jtteces: »vr mi nutuu • . l >ar»ro such 

coppe * ■ ,h 1 for other mom v • my 

peCWK. .. si. tug rtii.ii CA>.n4»*gt, 11.a * ictl COpptl 

ney shall thereafter be current, and pass in pavmr nt in 
thi* coioiiy in uniiu^ tv u.cfhrccHuns and limitations 
in the said last mentioned act. f And whereas, besides 
the money aforesaid, there a?& large sums of money 
fine fropi the public to several persons in this colony, 
as appears by their different claims, settled and allowed 
by this present general assembly; and several other 
cpnsi^eranli sunu will shortly become due to difl'erent 
persons lor large quantities of tobacco lately damaged 
and destroyed in the public v*areboitsis; which sev .! 
sub** of iuihicv. by . ■ .ft; deficit . he pul 

fund, CgUiiut be raise i by ti.' mtie» already i. 
posed; and it hath l**en It.und hi • xperiencc il. i 
taxes on process, ordinary I* enri and wl> . • arria 
ges, and additionu! duty on <iave> n o law lor i-.■■■■•- 
ing which will expire on the lottrtr, nth r..\ of K- , 1( n 
ry next, and a tax on tobacco in iami shipped, arc 
easy to the people, and not so burthemrm as i poll 
tax: 

Hi. Be it therefore further enacted. That from and 
after the v<tid fourteenth day of Februarv • xt, there 
shall be levied and paid to opr sovereign lord the king. 


CHAP. X 


An Act for settling and ascertaining the current 
Rates of Foreign Coins in this Dominion 

^ 

And for the conveniency of change and small payments, 

Be it further enacted. That if her Majestie, her heirs 
or successors, shall think fitt, at any time hereafter, 
to permit copper money to be brought in and pass in this 
Colony, the same shall pass and be current in this Colony, 
at the like rates it doth pass in Great Britain* 

Provided, That no personal shall be obliged to take 
above two shillings and six pence of the said copper mony 
in any one payment, whatsoever, above twenty shillings, or 
to take above one shilling of the said copper money in any 
one payment under twenty shillings. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid. 
That if any person or persons shall hereafter presume to 
coin, counterfeit, falsifye, or debase any of the Coins 
above mentioned, or shall be aiding, consenting or council- 
ling therein, he, she, or they, so offending, upon being 
thereof lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged as 
offenders in treason, and shall suffer such paines, penal¬ 
ties and forfeitures, as are mentioned in the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, made in the eighteenth year of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth* 

^ \f A._ 

\f oJ2 -i-iX- ^ O ^ 
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CHAP. X 


An Act for settling and ascertaining the current 
Rates of Foreign Coins in this Dominion 

And for the convenience of change and small payments. 

Be it further enacted. That if her Majestie, her heirs 
or successors, shall think fitt, at any time hereafter, 
to permit copper money to be brought in and pass in this 
Colony, the same shall pass and be current in this Colony, 
at the like rates it doth pass in Great Britain. 

Provided, That no personal shall be obliged to take 
above two shillings and six pence of the said copper mony 
in any one payment, whatsoever, above twenty shillings, or 
to take above one shilling of the said copper money in any 
one payment under twenty shillings. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid. 
That if any person or persons shall hereafter presume to 
coin, counterfeit, falsifye, or debase any of the Coins 
above mentioned, or shall be aiding, consenting or council- 
ling therein, he, she, or they, so offending, upon being 
thereof lawfully convicted, shall be deemed and adjudged as 
offenders in treason, and shall suffer such paines, penal¬ 
ties and forfeitures, as are mentioned in the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, made in the eighteenth year of the Reign of Queen 
Elisabeth. 




CHAP. IX 


An Act for the better regulating and ascertaining the 
current rates of Silver Coin within this Dominion; 
and for preventing the evil practice of cutting 
Foreign Gold into pieces* 

IV. And for the conveniency of change and small pay¬ 
ments, Be it further enacted. That if his majesty, his 
heirs and successors, shall think fit, at any time here¬ 
after, to permit cooper money to be brought in, and pass 
in the colony, the same shall pass and be current in 
this colony, at the like rates it doth pass in Great 
Britian* 

V. Provided, That no person shall be obliged to 
take above two shillings and six pence of the said copper 
money, in any one paiment whatsoever, above twenty shill¬ 
ings, or to take above one shilling of the said copper 
money, in any one paiment under twenty shillings. 
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CHAP, IX 


An Act for the better regulating and ascertaining the 
current rates of Silver Coin within this Dominion} 
and for preventing the evil practice of cutting 
Foreign Gold into pieces. 

IV. And for the conveniency of change and small pay¬ 
ments, Be it further enacted. That if his majesty, his 
heirs and successors, shall think fit, at any time here¬ 
after, to permit cooper money to be brought in, and pass 
in the colony, the same shall pass and be current in 
this colony, at the like rates it doth pass in Great 
Britian. 

V. Provided, That no person shall be obliged to 
take above two shillings and six pence of the said copper 
money, in any one paiment whatsoever, above twenty shill¬ 
ings, or to take above one shilling of the said copper 
money, in any one paiment under twenty shillings, 
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Merchants of London and Virginia 


Be pleased to make my Compliments acceptable to your Lady & 
Family & believe me, on all Occasions, 

Dr Sir, 

Yr affte hble Servt 
Ro. C. Nicholas 


To 

Mr. Norton 
of London 

Virginia the 30th Novr. 1772 

Six— 

I am sorry to find from your last Letter that you are under the 
smallest Difficulty about the Copper Money; I shou’d have hoped 
that Lord Hillsborough, before he went out of Office, had put this 
Business into such a Train, that little more would have been want¬ 
ing, than to pay the usual Expences of ,the Offices, the Cost of 
Copper & the Charge of Coinage: all which you were fully author¬ 
ized by me as Treasurer of this Colony, to do. I make no doubt 
before this gets to hand, but that you will have presented a proper 
Memorial on the Subject ,to the Lords of the Treasury, as recom¬ 
mended by the present Secretary of State* for the American Depart¬ 
ment, who, from the exceeding amiable Character he bears amongst 
us, we flatter ourselves will countenance every reasonable Proposition, 
which may be of Advantage to his Majesty’s dutiful Subjects of 
Virginia. You, Sir, are intimately acquainted with out Situation, & 
the nature of our Traffic, & can I am sure, with the utmost Propriety 
explain the inconveniences Many Parts of this Country labour under 
for want of a small Species of Coin in the ordinary Course of Busi¬ 
ness. I have formerly written to you so fully & explicitly upon the 
Subject, that I need not repeat all my former Observations. I will 
only beg leave to refer you to what past between Lord Hillsborough 
& our Governor upon the Occasion, & the Resolutions & Addresses 
of our House of Burgesses in Answer to the Earl of Dunmore’s 
Message to the House, all which may, without doubt, be found in 
the Secretary of State’s Office. Lord Hillsborough, in answer to 


•Earl of Dartmouth. 
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John Norton & Sons 


Lord Botetourt our late Governor’s Representation, was pleased to 
transmit to our Commander in Chief, then Mr. President Nelson, 
the Scheme which had been adopted for supplying Ireland with a 
Copper Coinage, this would have been very agreeable to us, but is 
seems his Lordship was misunderstood; he was therefore afterwards 
pleased by a Letter .to our present Governor to propose that the 
Copper shou’d be coined in Virginia Currency & not in Sterling half 
Pence, at the Rate of Sixty to the Pound Avoirdupoise, & that instead 
of £ 2500 Sterl :g value, we should make our first Experiment with 
£ 1000. Our House of Burgesses very cheerfully acquiesced in his 
Lordships Opinion, & immediatelycame to several Resolutions, which 
were sent to his Lordship, & of which I inclose you an Attested Copy. 
These several Transactions added to the Utility of the Measure, 
wou’d furnish, I shou’d think, proper & ample Materials for a 
Memorial, & I make no Question but you either have or soon will 
avail yourself of them: If his Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
indulge us with a Trial of this Kind of Money, I shou’d be solicitious 
to have it procured & sent over as soon as possible, because frequent 
Enquiries are made of me from different Parts of the Country when 
it may be expected. I am with much Esteem, 

Sir 

Your most Obedt 
Humble. Servt. 

Ro. C. Nicholas 

Endorsed: 

Virga. jo Novr. 177a / R. C. Nicholas / Rec’d *9 Janry 177J / pa. 146 / 
Ans. the ij March E773 pr H. Esten. 


Mr. Norton—London 

Virginia December 10th 1772 

Dear Sir * 

I wrote you a few lines at Williamsburg, advising that a packet 
I had prepared for you, and put into Capt. Necks Letter Box at the 
Raleigh, was with others torn & destroyed, and desired you would 
bespeak of Mr. Wallers Relations, a small Post Chariott, or Chaise, 
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Petition of John Norton of London, Virginia Merchant, 
referred by the Board of Treasury to the Master of 
His Majesty’s Mint on ~ 

(Copy of copy in Mint Record Books No. 12, pp.201ff) 


"That your Petitioner in the year 1771 was empowered and direct¬ 
ed (there being no agent for Virginia) by Robert Carter Nicholas, 
Esqxxx*, Treasurer of that Colony by virtue of an Act of Assembly 
passed in the tenth year of his present Majesty's reign (an ex¬ 
tract of which is hereunto annexed) to make application to Lord 
Hillsborough to intercede with His Majesty for leave to have a 
Copper Currency in Virginia, the money to be coined in His Majesty' 
Mint with His Majesty's Profile stamped on one side and the Arms 
of Virginia on the reverse. 

"That your Petitioner was to purchase the Copper at the expense 
of the Colony, deliver it to the Officers of the Mint, ship the 
same to Virginia when coined and pay the cost and charges thereon. 

"That your Petitioner in consequence of these instructions waited 
on Lord Hillsborough but his Lordship as well as your Petitioner 
being of opinion that the Gentlemen in Virginia had mistaken the 
Mode his Lordp. first recommended to Lord Bottetourt, by which 
the Kingdom of Ireland was supplied with Copper coinage, they 
thinking it to be sterling instead of Irish Currency it made it 
necessary to write a Letter to .Lord Dunmore which was accordingly 
done and dated 2 December 1771... 

"lour Petitioner in Consequence thereof received further instruc¬ 
tions from Robert Carter Nicholas in June last, importing that 
himself and the Gentlemen of the Council had really mistaken 
Lord Hillsborough's mode relative to the Copper coinage and that 
they readily adopted his Lordship's plan for making sixty half- 
pense of the Avoirdupois ground of Copper to pass on payment as 
Virginia currency being equal to two English Shillings at the Par 
of Exchange} that they were desirous of making tryal of the value 
of One Thousand Pounds sterling which by estimation will be about 
Five Tons of Copper to see how it will operate in Virginia. 

"Your Petitioner on receipt of these additional instructions at¬ 
tended Lord Hillsborough several times and was told by his Lord- 
ship that he had the affair much at Heart, and would send for 
your Petitioner after he had asked leave of His Majesty and con¬ 
sulted Mr. Cadogan on the subject but as his Lordship soon after 
went out of Office, and nothing was done your Petitioner is ob¬ 
liged to make application to your Lordship's to give him such 
directions towards carrying this business in to execution as 
your Lordships shall think fit". 
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Drannek Realty Company 

319 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
ST. LOUIS 2, MISSOURI 

PHONE: MAIN 4080 
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John Norton realized he was probably not the best con¬ 
tact to use to obtain British approval for the Virginia copper 
coinage. The Virginia Gazette of May 12, 1775 carried his open 
letter of apology for paying a British tax on tea, exported 
to Virginia in which he said? 

"I also farther declare, that so far from 
having any connexion with the Ministry, my person 
is even unknown to any of them, and that I never 
was in their presence except when I attended about 
the copper coinage for Virginia in which I was 
employed, instead of a better agent.” 


THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF ROBERT DINWIDDIE 
(Lt. Gov. of the Colony of Virginia 1751-58) 


Collections of the Virginia Historical Society 
New Series Vol. IV Richmond, 188U, p. 3Ul. 


Letter dated February 23, 1756 to the Lords of Trade proposing 
a poll Tax and a land tax for all the colonies. 

"There is an Affair occurs to me th't will make 
some Difficulties in rais'g the above Taxes, w'ch 
is the great Scarcity of Silver and Gold. As Provis's 
of all kinds will be wanted, those Colonies th't 
cannot pay in Money may they not supply 
Provis’s in lieu of Cash? and to be charg'd 
at the Curr't Price they are sold for? But th’s 
I submit to Y'r Superior Judgem’t, or if tho't 
proper th’t the Money sh'd be coin'd at home for 
Paym't of all the officers. Civil and Military, to be sent 
annually to the different Colonies, th'£ the Money so 
coin'd may be with Inscriptions, as may be tho't proper, 
to distinguish it from American Curr'cy. This the French 
have practiced for many years. The Gov’t may save 
5 p. c’t on the Coinage, and be at no more charge 
th'n at pres't in pay'g the Salaries, etc., at Home, 
and the Advantage the Colonies w'd reap is plain, 
by hav'g so much Money sent over to them annually, 
and qualifie them to pay the above Taxes in Cash, and 
in a few Years w'd put an end to all paper 
Curr’cy, so much complain'd of by the merch'ts 
at home and the subjects, » * *" 


Partial quotation of foregoing in Am. Jour.Num. (1885) 

Vol. XIX, p. 92 


CHAP, XII 


AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SUPPORT OF THE 

CONTINGENT CHARGES OF GOVERNMENT 

(10th George III, Chap. XII, 
passed December 20, 1?69 at 
Williamsburg, Virginia) 

I. WHEREAS it hath been judged expedient *** 
to direct an application to be made to his majesty 
to permit copper money to be imported into this 
colony, to the value of two thousand five hundred 
pounds sterling, and pass for the greater conve- 
niency of change in small payments* *** 

II. And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, That if his majesty shall be graciously 
pleased to permit copper money to be brought in, and 
pass in this colony, the said treasurer shall, at the 
public expence, cause so much of such copper to be 
purchased in Great-Britain as at the rates, at which it 
doth pass there, will amount to two thousand five 
hundred pounds sterling, and to be imported into this 
colony) and shall pay the same away at the British 
rates to any persons having legal demands against 

the treasury, in such proportions as is directed by 
an act of assembly, made in the first year of the 
reign of king George the second, intituled An act 
for the better regulating and ascertaining the current 
rates of silver coin with this dominion, and for 
preventing the evil practice of cutting foreign gold 
into pieces) or the said treasurer may exchange such 


copper at the rates aforesaid for other money, with 
any person desiring such exchange, and such copper 
money shall thereafter he current, and pass in pay¬ 
ment in this colony, according to the directions and 
limitations in the said last mentioned act* #•** 


CHAR* XVII 




AN ACT TO AMEND THE SEVERAL ACTS OF 
ASSEMBLY RESPECTING THE CURRENCY 
OF COPPER MONEY IN THIS COLONY. 

(12th George III, Chap. XVII, passed 
April 8, 1772 at Williamsburg, Virginia) 

I. WHEREAS by an act of the general assembly, passed 
in the first year of the reign of his late majesty king 
George the second, intituled An act for the better regu¬ 
lating and ascertaining the current rates of silver coin 
within this dominion, and for preventing the evil practice 
of cutting foreign gold into pieces, it is, amongst other 
things, enacted, that if his majesty, his heirs, or suc¬ 
cessors, should think fit, at any time thereafter, to 
permit copper coin to be brought in and pass in this colony, 
the same should pass and be current at the like rates it 
doth pass in Great-Britain. And whereas by one other act 
of assembly, passed in the tenth year of the reign of his 
present majesty, intituled An act for the better support 
of the contingent charges of government, it is, amongst 
other things, enacted that if his majesty should be gra¬ 
ciously pleased to permit copper money to be brought in 
and pass in this colony, the treasurer should, at the 
public expence, cause so much of such copper to be pur¬ 
chased in Great-Britain, as at the rates at which it doth 
pass there would amount to two thousand five hundred 
pounds sterling. And whereas it is represented to this 
general assembly, that it will be more convenient for 
the purposes to which copper money is usually applied, 
to have the same coined into halfpenny pieces of the 


value of so much current money of Virginia, instead of 
sterling money of Great-Britain, and that the value of 
one thousand pounds sterling, in such currency halfpence, 
will be sufficient to answer the present occasions of the 
colony: Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council, 

and Burgesses, of this present General Assembly, and it 
is hereby enacted, by the authority of the same. That so 
much of the last mentioned act as impowers the treasurer 
to import copper money, to the amount of two thousand 
five hundred pounds sterling, is hereby repealed. 

II. And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid. That if his majesty should be graciously pleased 
to authorize the circulation of copper money in this colony, 
the treasurer for the time being shall, at the expence of 
the public, import so many halfpence of the value of the 
current money of Virginia as may be purchased for one 
thousand pounds sterling, exclusive of costs and charges, 
to be issued and exchanged, at the public treasury, for 
the purposes, and under the regulations, prescribed and 
directed by the said recited acts. 

III. Provided always. That nothing in this act con¬ 
tained shall be construed to restrain his majesty from 
regulating the currency of the said copper money within 
this colony, in such a manner as his majesty, by his royal 
proclamation, or by his royal instructions to his governor, 
or commander in chief of this colony, for the time being, 
shall, from time to time, judge proper and necessary. 


I*/ f £) 

"BY THE KING.—A PROCLAMATION 
GEORGE R. 

"Whereas, it hath been humbly represented to us on 
the part and behalf of our colony of Virginia that a currency 
of copper money within the same colony would be highly 
beneficial to our good subjects, the inhabitants thereof, 
for the more easy and convenient making of small payments| 
and whereas the Treasurer of our said colony, being there¬ 
unto authorised by an Act of our Governor, Council, and 
Assembly of said colony, passed in the tenth year of our 
reign, hath delivered to the master and worker of our mint, 
in our tower of London, a sufficient quantity of fine cop¬ 
per in bars, aealed, for the coinage of five tons of the 
pieces hereinafter mentioned, after making the just and 
usual allowance to the officers of our laintj and whereas 
our said master and worker of our mint hath, in pursuance 
of our warrant for that purpose issued, coined thereout five 
tons of pieces of copper coin, of such weight that sixty 
pieces thereof are equal to one pound weight avoirdupois, 
without erring either in excess or defect above one thir¬ 
tieth part, and are of the value of two shillings and six¬ 
pence, according to the currency of money in our said 
province of Virginia* and each piece is stamped on one 
side with our effigies, with the inscription 'Georgius III. 
Hex.’ and on the reverse with the Virginia Arms, with the 
St. George’s Cross, leaving out the escutcheon of crowns. 


except one crown at the top as on the Guinea, without 
crest, supporters, or motto, except the word 'Virginia' 
round the arms, with the date of the yearj which are now 
ready to be exported to our said colony of Virginia. We 
hare therefore, with the advice of our Privy Council, 
thought fit to issue this our Royal Proclamation j and we 
do accordingly hereby ordain, declare, and command, that 
the said pieces of copper money, so coined, stamped, and 
impressed, as aforesaid, shall be current and lawful Money 
of and in our said colony of Virginia, and of and within 
the districts and precincts of the s&mej and shall pass and 
be received therein after the rate following, that is to say, 
twenty-four of the said pieces shall pass and be received 
for the sum of one shilling, according to the currency of 
our said province of Virginia, and at and after such rate 
shall be computed, accepted and taken accordingly in all 
bargains, rates, payments, and other transactions of mon¬ 
ey. Provided always, and we do hereby further declare, 
that no person shall be obliged to take more than one 
shilling of such copper money in any one payment of any 
sum of money under twenty shillings, nor more than two 
shillings and six-pence thereof in any one payment of a 
larger sum of money than twenty shillings. 

"Given at Court at St. James, the 16th day of Novem¬ 
ber, 1774, in the fifteenth year of our reign. 

"God save the King." 


COPPER COINAGE FOR VIRGINIA 


George R* 

Whereas it has been represented unto us by the Petition 
of John Norton Merchant presented to the Comrars* of our Treasury 
that our Colony of Virginia did by Virtue of an Act of Assembly 
past in the 10th year of our Reign make application to Our Right 
Trusty and Right Wellbeloved Cousin & Counelllour Wills Hill 
Earl of Hillsborough then one of Our Principal Secretaries of 
State that he would intercede with us for leave to have a Copper 
Currency in Our said Colony of Virginia And Whereas It has been 
represented unto us by the Commrs* of our Treasury aforesaid that 
the said John Norton has proposed to them to undertake the said 
Coinage and that his Proposal haring been referred to you the Master 
of our Mint for your Consideration Tou have given your Opinion 
that the same is proper to be complied with Our Will & Pleasure 
is And We do hereby authorise and command you Charles Sloane Cadogan 
Master ft Worker of Our Mint in Our Tower of London to receive 
into Our said Mint from the said John Norton or from such Persons as 
he shallcontract with for that purpose fine Copper in Bars nealed 
and which when heated red hot will spread thin under the hammer 
without cracking and which Shall be of a due Siae or Thickness to 
be prescribed by you and out of the same to coin Twenty Five Tons 
or such lesser Quantity as shall be necessary for our said Colony 
in Halfpence of such a bigness that sixty of them may make a Pound 
Weight Avoirdupois excepting such small errors as may happen 
in and by the unequal aising of the Bars which errors you snail 
endeavour that they oe not in Excess it Defect above the 30th Part 
of a Pound Weight and this not by Design but only by accident and 
if the said Copper Bars do not bear the Assay in Sise & Fineness 
you shall not receive the same but return them back to be raanu- 
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factured anew and the whole Quantity of Copper which shall be 
received by you in Bars from such Contractors as aforesaid shall 
be redelivered by you by weight either in Monies to such Persons 
as shall be duly authorized to receive the same or in the Scissel 
& Brocage of the said Bars to the said Contractors to be recast & 
wrought over again at their expence and you shall cause Our Effigies 
with the Inscription GEORGIUS • III* REX. to be stamped on 
one side of each Piece Sc the Virginia Arms on the Reverse with 
the St. George's Cross leaving out the Escutcheons & Crowns except 
one Crown at the Top as on the Guinea without Crest supporters k 
Motto except the word VIRGINIA round the arms with the date 
of the year and when any Quantity of such Monies shall be coined 
the same shall be well mixed in a Heap 4c assayed by counting out 
sixty Pieces fro* several parts of the Heap k weighed every Parcel 
so counted out and you shall also cause the seme to be assayed in 
Fineness by heating some Pieces of the Money Rad Hot k Then battering 
them to see if they will spread thin under the Hammer without 
cracking and you shall bear k sustain all charges & waste in 
cutting nealing Flatting scouring blanching barreling coining 
assaying weighing k delivering the same at Our Mint in Our Tower 
of London for Five Pence per Pound Weight avoirdupois exclusive 
of the twenty shillings per Ton to be paid to our Clerk of the 
Copper Coinage of our said Mint for overseeing the said coinage 
k keeping the aecounte thereof which said Five pence per Pound 
Weight k 20s p Ton shall be paid quarterly And for the said 
allowance of $ d, p t Wt. k 20 s p Ton you are to indemnify & save 
us 4 this Kingdom from any Charge k Demands whatsoever in respect of 
this intended Coinage and the moneyers shall not pay vend or di 
tribute any of the said new coined Monies before the same shall 
be duly assayed k delivered to you the Master or Worker and 
We do further appoint k order that all Receipts k Deliveries 
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of Copper in Bars or Scissel & all Deliveries of Honeys from the 

Moneyers to you & from you to such Persons as shall be only 

authorised to receive the same with the assays thereof shall be 

entered in Books by the said Clerk who shall see all the assays 

performed & the Bars & Money k Scissel weighed & one or more 

Pieces taken out of every Parcel of Monies assayed to be kept 

in a Box under his Key & the Key of you the Master & Worker in 

order to be tried at such times before such Persons as the Commrs 

of our Treasury for the time being shall appoint And our further 

Will and Pleasure is and We do hereby command It charge all the 

officers of the Tower aforesaid That all Persons bringing in Copper 

in Bars to the said Mint or coming thither for money or scissel 

of Copper shall have free ingress egress & issue by the Gates 

& thro* the same Tower k Franchises thereof inward & outward at 

all times without any arresting disturbance letting or gainsaying 

t 

of the Chief Governor Constable or Lieut t or the Porter of any 

other officer or Person whatsoever to be for any Manner of 

Debt Matter or Cause whatsoever it be & without any thing given 

to them or any other for to have such entry and We do further 

command & require the Gravers Monyers Smith k all others attending 

on this service to do their Duty with Diligence & application & 

to observe the Tasks and Directions given them by you the said 

Master & Worker for coining our said Monies well & with Dispatch 

and Whereas the Contractors are to deliver Bars so sized that 

60 Halfoennys when cut out of the same shall make a Pound Weight 

without erring either in Excess or Defect above l/30th Part It 

it will not be possible to draw the said Bars to so exact a Size 

without cutting from time to time Halfpenny Blanks thereof and 

weighing the same. Our further Will It Pleasure is thst you do 
d 

deliver to the s Contractors one proper cutter they the said 
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Contractors giving proper security to return the same into Our 
Mint at the expiration of their Contract and for so doing this 
shall be as well to you as to all others concerned in this 
Coinage a sufficient Warrant. Given at our Court at St. James 
this 20th day of May 1773 in the 13th year of Our Reign. 

To Chas. Sloane Cadogan ) By His Majestys Command 

Master It Worker of Our Mint ) North# Oeo* Onslow J. Dyi' 

within Our Tower of London. ) 

(From Tome *>2-62 pages 379-381) 

(Public Records Office, Chancery Lane,London) 
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THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


Sponsored, by the American Philosophical Society and Tale University 


LEONARD W. LABAREE, Editor 

Helen c. boatfield, Assistant Editor 
helene H. fineman , Assistant Editor 
JAMES H. HUTSON, Assistant Editor 
Claude a. lopez. Assistant Editor 


EDITORIAL office: 

Yale University Library 
1603 A Yale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 

January 22, 1965 


Mr. Donald P. Taxay 

Chase Manhattan Bank Money Museum 

Rockefeller Center 

1254 Avenue of the Americas 

New York City 10020 

Dear Mr. Taxay: 

I assume from your letter of January 19 that you are interested specifically 
in metallic coinage, not in paper currency, in which the colonies abounded 
long before the American Revolution. 

A check of our files indicates only one reference by Franklin to metallic 
coinage prior to 1776. While he was in England as agent for the Pennsylvania 
Assembly he wrote a friend in Philadelphia. Samuel Rhoads, Jan. 5 ^ 1774 
referring to the Pennsylvania acts "of last Winter," which had been sent ~to 
England but had not yet been considered by the officials there. Among those 
there was a paper-currency act which may have made some provision for having 
some copper coins struck in England for circulation in Pennsylvania. I have 
not checked this out. 

In any case, Franklin added "Virginia has lately had a Quantity of Copper- 
Halfpence struck at the Mint here for their Province. Inclosed I send you a 
Specimen of them." He is here obviously referring to the Virginia act of 
r 1772: "An Act to amend the several acts of assembly respecting the currency 
of copper money in this province." I assume you know all about this act, but 
t, you will find the text printed in William W. Hening, 
Statutes at Large of Virginia , VIII, 534“6. 

Although Franklin was a member of the Continental Congress in the summer of 
1776, he does not seem to have had any special connection with the scheme 
for establishing a mint at that time. We do have a good many letters between 
Franklin and Bridgen and others in 1779 and later about the later schemes. 

I assume from what you write that you are interested in all early American 
coinage. Have you been in touch with Mr. Norman Bryant, who is, I believe, 
the leading authority on and collector of early Connecticut coins? If not, 
you might wish to discuss that phase of your study with him. His home address 
is: 1 Old Orchard Road, North Haven, Conn. I doubt, however, whether he 
owns any early MS. documents relating to this topic, though he may. 


Sincerely yours, 



Leonard W. Labaree 
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In the NUMISMA, edited by Ed. Frossard, Irvington, 
New York, Vol. 6, No. 3, May, 1882, it is stated con¬ 
cerning the Bushnell sale : 

"Again we refer our readers to No. 2h7• The state¬ 
ment there made is as follows: 'One Virginia 

shilling) in sale March 20, 1865, brought $190 and 
this piece is worth that amount.* Now , as a matter of 
fact, one of these shillings, not long ago, went the 
round of collectors at $110 and would gladly have 
been sold at a good profit for $100; it was finally 
shipped to England, and as far as known is still unsold, 
and certainly not 3 but 10 or 12 of these, or more, 
are at present known.” 
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The Statutes at Large of Virginia* edited by W. W. Hening, 
New York, 1823, Volume 1, page 308, November, 161*5 Session 
20th Charles 1st, Act XX: 


THE Governor, Council and Burgesses of this 
present Grand Assembly having maturely weighed & 
considered how advantageous a quoine current would 
be to this collony, and the great wants and miseries 
which do daily happen vnto it by the sole dependency 
vpon tob’o. have at length resolved and enacted, and 
be it by the authoritie aforesaid enacted as the onely 
way to procure the said quoine and prevent the further 
miseries. That all peeces of eight in Spanish money be 
valued and taken in payment, att the rate of sixe shil¬ 
lings and all other Spanish silver quoines proportiona- 
bly which shall be brought into the collony: And where¬ 
as it is conceived that the said quoine will not continue 
with vs vnless we have a leger quoine. Therefore, seri¬ 
ous consideration had of the many wayes tending to that 
effect. It was at length generally allowed. That a quoine 
of copper would be the most beneficial to,and with most 
ease procured by the collony. And that after proclama¬ 
tion made by the Governour and Council that all per¬ 
son or persons within this collony whether merchants 
or others do desist or leave off tradeing for tob'o* vpon 
the penaltie and forfeiture of the thing so bought or 
sold. The one moyetie whereof shall be and come to 
the informer, and the other to the benefit of the state. 

The Quoine to be erected after this manner* 

10000 lb. of copper to be bought by the publique at the 
rate of l8d. per lb. which amounts to £750 sterl.which 
to be paid in tob*o. at the rate of Id. l-2d. per lb. 
120000 of tob f o. which being collected per pole accoun¬ 
ting 5000 persons in this collony it comes to 2h lb of 
tob*o. per pole every pound of copper to make 20s.and 
to allow for the mintage 12d. per pound soe there will 
remaine £9500 sterl. The mintage allowed and de¬ 
ducted. The stocke to be equallie divided amongst 
the adventurers to be quoined in two pences,three pen- 
ces, sixe pences and nine pences, And if it shall happen 
at anytime hereafter that the aforesaid quoine be called 
in and become not currant. Yet the republique shall 
make good the quantity of so much (vizt.) £.10000 
to be levied per poll. And that it may be provided that 
this quoine may not be counterfeited and brought in. 
Beside the inflicting of capitall punishment vpon these 
who shall be found delinquents therein. That vppon 
every peece of coyne there be two rings. The one for 
the motto. The other to receave a new impression 
which shall be stampted yearly with some newffigure, 
by one appointed for that purpose in each county. And 
that the hon*ble. Sir William Berkeley, Knt. Gov'r. 
shall have the disposall and placing of such and soe 
manie officers as shall be necessarilye required for per¬ 
forming and finishing the aforesaid service, Onely 
Capt. John Upton is hereby confirmed Mint Master 
Generali: Wee reposing much confidence in his care, 
ability and trust for the performance of the said of¬ 
fice. 


The Assembly is prorogued untill the ffirst of March 
next, and then a full meeting to be had concerning 
the same. 


The Statutes at Large of Virginia, edited by W. W. Hening, 
New York, 1823, Volume 1, page 308, November, 161*5 Session, 
20th Charles 1st, Act XX: 


THE Governor, Council and Burgesses of this 
present Grand Assembly having maturely weighed & 
considered how advantageous a quoine current would 
be to this collony, and the great wants and miseries 
which do daily happen vnto it by the sole dependency 
vpon tob*o. have at length resolved and enacted, and 
be it by the authoritle aforesaid enacted as the onely 
way to procure the said quoine and prevent the further 
miseries. That all peeces of eight in Spanish money be 
valued and taken in payment, att the rate of sixe shil¬ 
lings and all other Spanish silver quoines proportiona- 
bly which shall be brought into the collony: And where¬ 
as it is conceived that the said quoine will not continue 
with vs vnless we have a leger quoine. Therefore, seri¬ 
ous consideration had of the many wayea tending to that 
effect. It was at length generally allowed. That a quoine 
of copper would be the most beneficial to,and with most 
ease procured by the collony. And that after proclama¬ 
tion made by the Governour and Council that all per¬ 
son or persons within this collony whether merchants 
or others do desist or leave off tradeing for tob*o. vpon 
the penaltie and forfeiture of the thing so bought or 
sold, The one moyetie whereof shall be and come to 
the informer, and the other to the benefit of the state. 

The Quoine to be erected after this manner. 

10000 lb. of copper to be bought by the publique at the 
rate of l8d. per lb. which amounts to £730 sterl.which 
to be paid in tob*o. at the rate of Id. l-2d. per lb. 
120000 of tob’o. which being collected per pole accoun¬ 
ting 5000 persons in this collony it comes to 21* lb of 
tob*o. per pole every pound of copper to make 20s.and 
to allow for the mintage 12d. per pound soe there will 
remains £9500 sterl. The mintage allowed and de¬ 
ducted. The stocke to be equallie divided amongst 
the adventurers to be quoined in two pences,three pea¬ 
ces, sixe pences and nine pences. And if it shall happen 
at anytime hereafter that the aforesaid quoine be called 
in and become not currant. Yet the republique shall 
make good the quantity of so mucn (vizt.) £.10000 
to be levied per poll. And that it may be provided that 
this quoine may not be counterfeited and brought in, 
Beside the inflicting of capitall punishment vpon these 
who shall be found delinquents therein. That vppon 
every peece of coyne there be two rings. The one for 
the motto, The other to receave a new impression 
which shall be stampted yearly with some newffigure, 
by one appointed for that purpose in each county. And 
that the hon»ble. Sir William Berkeley, Knt. Gov’r. 
shall have the disposall and placing of such and soe 
manie officers as shall be necessarilye required for per¬ 
forming and finishing the aforesaid service, Onely 
Capt. John Upton is hereby confirmed Mint Master 
Generali: Wee reposing much confidence in his care, 
ability and trust for the performance of the said of¬ 
fice . 


The Assembly is prorogued untill the ffirst of March 
next, and then a full meeting to be had concerning 
the same. 


The Statutes at Large of Virginia, edited by W* W« Hening, 

New York, 1823, Volume 1, page 308, November, 161*5 Session, 

20th Charles 1st, Act XX* 

THE Governor, Council and Burgesses of this 
present Grand Assembly having maturely weighed & 
considered how advantageous a quoine current would 
be to this collony, and the great wants and miseries 
which do daily happen vnto it by the sole dependency 
vpon tob*o. have at length resolved and enacted, and 
be it by the authoritie aforesaid enacted as the onely 
way to procure the said quoine and prevent the further 
miseries. That all peeces of eight in Spanish money be 
valued and taken in payment, att the rate of sixe shil¬ 
lings and all other Spanish silver quoines propertiona- 
bly which shall be brought into the collony* And where¬ 
as it is conceived that tho said quoine will not continue 
with vs vnless we have a leger quoine. Therefore, seri¬ 
ous consideration had of the many wayes tending to that 
effect. It was at length generally allowed. That a quoin© 
of copper would be the most beneficial to,and with most 
ease procured by the collony. And that after proclama¬ 
tion made by the Governour and Council that all per¬ 
son or persons within this collony whether merchants 
or others do desist or leave off tradeing for tob* o. vpon 
the penaltie and forfeiture of the thing so bought or 
sold. The one moyetie whereof shall be and come to 
the informer, and the other to the benefit of the state. 

The Quoine to be erected after this manner* 

10000 lb* of copper to be bought by the publique at the 
rate of l8d* per lb. which amounts to £750 sterl.which 
to be paid in tob*o. at the rate of Id. l-2d. per lb* 
120000 of tob*©. which being collected per pole accoun¬ 
ting 5000 persons in this collony it comes to 2l* lb of 
tob*o. per pole every pound of copper to make 20s.and 
to allow for the mintage 12d. per pound soe there will 
remaine £9500 sterl. The mintage allowed and de¬ 
ducted* The stock© to be equallie divided amongst 
the adventurers to be quoined in two pences,three pen- 
ces, sixe pences and nine pences. And if it shall happen 
at anytime hereafter that the aforesaid quoine be called 
in and become not currant. Yet the republique shall 
make good the quantity of so much (vizt.) £.10000 
to be levied per poll. And that it may be provided that 
this quoine may not be counterfeited and brought in. 
Beside the inflicting of capitall punishment vpon these 
who shall be found delinquents therein. That vppon 
every peeee of coyne there be two rings. The one for 
the motto. The other to receave a new impression 
which shall be stampted yearly with some newffigure, 
by one appointed for that purpose in each county. And 
that the hon*ble. Sir William Berkeley, Knt* Gov*r. 
shall have the disposall and placing of such and soe 
manie officers as shall be necessarilye required for per¬ 
forming and finishing the aforesaid service, Onely 
Capt* John Upton is hereby confirmed Mint Master 
Generali* Vsfee reposing much confidence in his care, 
ability and trust for the performance of the said of¬ 
fice. 


The Assembly is prorogued untill the ffirst of March 
next, and then a full meeting to be had concerning 
the same* 
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We&ites&aY. *V 22n& of November, 10 (Beo. III. 1769. 

M R Eyre reported from the Committee, to whom the Bill to dock the Intail of 
certain Lands whereof Thomas Fifher, jun. is feized, and for fettling certain 
Slaves of greater Value, to the fame Ufes, was committed, that the Com¬ 
mittee had examined the Allegations of the Bill, and found them to be true; 
and that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made feveral Amendments 
thereunto, which they had diredted him to report to the Houfe; and he read the Report 
in his Place, and afterwards delivered the Bill, with the Amendments, in at the Clerk’s 
Table: Where the faid Amendments were once read throughout, and then a fecond 
Time, one by one; and, upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, were agreed to 
by the Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Bill, with the Amendments, be ingroffed. 

M r Charles Carter, of King George, reported from the Committee, to whom the Bill to 
confirm to George Marshall the Fee Simple Eftate in certain Lands purchafed by him of 
the Veftry of Hanover, in the County of King George, was committed, that the Committee 
had examined the Allegations of the Bill, and found them to be true; and that the Com¬ 
mittee had gone through the Bill, and made feveral Amendments thereunto, which they 
had diredted him to report to the Houfe; and he read the Report in his Place, and after¬ 
wards delivered the Bill, with the Amendments, in at the Clerk’s Table: Where the 
faid Amendments were once read throughout, and then a fecond Time, one by one; and, 
upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, were agreed to by the Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Bill, with the Amendments, be ingroffed. 

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to the Governor, that he will be 
pleafed to give Diredtions to the proper Officer to lay before this Houfe Copies of the 
Records and Proceedings in the Suits now depending againft the Securities of the late 
Treafurer. 

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to his Excellency by M r Henry and M r 
Eyre. 

M r Bland reported, from the Committee, to whom the Bill for continuing the Adi, 
intituled, An Ad • for appointing a Treafurer, was committed, that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill, and made an Amendment thereunto, which they had diredled him 
to report to the Houfe; and he read the Report in his Place, and afterwards delivered 
the Bill, with the Amendment, in at the Clerk’s Table: Where the faid Amendment 
was twice read; and, upon the Queftion put thereupon, was agreed to by the Houfe. 
Ordered, That the Bill, with the Amendment, be ingroffed. 

M r Starke reported, from the Committee, to whom the Bill to repeal the feveral Adis 
of Affembly, prohibiting the tending of Tobacco-Seconds, Slips, or Suckers, was com¬ 
mitted, that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made feveral Amendments 
thereunto, which they had diredled him to report to the Houfe; and he read the Report 
in his Place, and afterwards delivered the Bill, with the Amendments, in at the Clerk’s 
Table: Where the faid Amendments were once read throughout, and then a fecond 
Time, one by one; and, upon the Queftion feverallv put thereupon,were agreed to by the 
Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Bill, with the Amendments, be ingroffed. 

M r Bland prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to repeal an Adi of the 
General Affembly, exempting the Inhabitants of Mecklenburg County from the Payment 
of Ferriage, on certain Days: And the fame was received, and read the firft Time. 
Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Harrifon reported to the Houfe, that their Addrefs of Monday laft ("that his 
Excellency the Governor would ufe his kind Offices with his Majefty to iffue his Royal 
Proclamation for permitting Copper Money to be brought in, and pafs in this Colony) 

had 


» Hening, VIII, p. an. 



[ 279 ] 

had been prefented to his Excellency; and that he had directed him to acquaint the 
Houfe, that he would write to England by the firft Opportunity, and ufe all his Intereft 
to obtain what the Houfe defired. 

A Petition of Philip Johnfon, Gentleman, was prefented to the Houfe, and read; 
fetting forth, that under the Laft Will and Teftament of Thomas Bray , Gentleman, 
deceafed, and a decree of the General Court, and feveral Conveyances executed purfuant 
thereto, the Petitioner is feized, for the Term of his natural Life, of and in a Dwelling- 
Houfe, and Three Hundred and Twelve Acres of Land, adjoining the City of Williamf- 
burg, of a Moiety of four Lots or half Acres of Land, lying in the faid City, and of a Tradt 
of Land called Putty's Neck, lying in the County of James City, and containing Six Hun¬ 
dred Acres, together with feveral Slaves; of which Lands and Slaves, charged with the 
. Payment of Five Hundred Pounds to the Petitioner’s Daughter Elizabeth, he hath Power 
to difpofe to and among his younger Children by his late Wife Elizabeth, the Daughter of 
the faid Thomas Bray; and that having fix of fuch younger Children, fome of whom will 
foon have Occafion of fome Provifion, if the Petitioner fhould be obliged to make a Par¬ 
tition of the faid Lands and Lots among them, the Whole would be rendered by fuch 
minute Divifions of much lefs Value than it now is, and it would be for their Intereft, as 
well as his, that the faid Lands and Lots fhould be fold, and the Money placed in the 
Hands of Truftees, who may, in the firft Place, pay the faid Five Hundred Pounds to the 
Daughter Elizabeth, when payable, and the Intereft of the Surplus to the Petitioner’s 
Truftees, during his Life, and the Principal, at his Death, to his younger Children, as he 
71 fhall appoint, purfuant to his Power aforefaid; and therefore praying that an A€t may 
pafs for that Purpofe, under fuch Regulations as to the Houfe fhall feem proper. 

Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill purfuant to the Prayer of the faid 
Petition; and that M r Edmund Pendleton and M r Treafurer do prepare and bring in the 
fame. 

M r Edmund Pendleton prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to impower 
the Executors of the Will of Charles Carter, Efq; to fell Part of his Lands, for the Pay- 
ment of his Debts and Legacies: And the fame was received, and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Treafurer prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to impower the Veftry 
of Saint Mark's Parifh, in the County of Culpeper, to fell the Glebe of the faid Parifh, 
and lay out the Money in purchafing a more convenient Glebe: And the fame was 
received, and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Treafurer prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to impower the 
Veftry of Meherrin Parifh, in the County of Brunfwick, to fell the Glebe of the faid 
Parifh, and lay out the Money in purchafing a more convenient Glebe: And the fame 
was received, and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Treafurer prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to divide the Parifh 
of Hamilton, in the Counties of Fauquier and Prince William; And the fame was 
received, and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M* Bland reported, from the Committee of Propofitions and Grievances, that the 
Committee had had under their Confideration feveral Petitions to them referred, and had 
come to feveral Refolutions thereupon; which he read in his Place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk’s Table: Where the fame were read, and are as folioweth, viz. 

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Petition of divers 
Inhabitants of the County of Cumberland, praying that the faid County may be divided 
by a Line to be run from Mofby's Ferry, on James River, to the Mouth of Swan's Creek, 
on Appomattox River, be rejected. 

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Petition of divers 
Inhabitants of the faid County .of Cumberland, in Oppofition thereto, is reafonable. 

Refolved 
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A Claim of Matthew Anderfpn for his Pay, as a Serjeant in the Virginia Regiment 
in the Year 1759, was prefented to the Houfe, and read. 

Ordered, That the faid Claim be referred to the Committee of Public 
Claims; and that they do examine the Matter thereof, and report the fame 
with their Opinion thereupon, to the Houfe. 


M r Richard Henry Lee prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to veft 
certain Lands, whereof Bernard Moore, Efq; is feized in Fee Tail, in Truftees to be fold 
and the Money laid out in the Purchafe of other Lands and Slaves, to be fettled to the 
fame Ufes; and the fame was received and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 


Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, for the more fpeedy Adminiftra- 
tion of Juftice in this Colony ; and that M r Richard Henry Lee, M r Archibald Cary, M r 
Bland, M r Riddick, M r Edmund Pendleton, M r Treafurcr, M r Blair, M r Mercer, M r Henry, 
M r Jones, M r Carrington, and M r Richard Baker, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

M r Edmund Pendleton prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to veft 
certain intailed Lands, whereof Charles Lends, Gentleman, is feized, in John Lewis, 
Gentleman, in Fee Simple, and fettle other Lands to the fame Ufes; and the fame 
was received, and read the firft Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Eyre prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to veft certain intailed 
Lands and Slaves therein mentioned, in Nathaniel Littleton Savage, Gentleman, in Fee 
Simple, and to fettle other Lands, in Lieu thereof; and the fame was received, and read 
the firft Time. 


Refolved, That the Bill be read a fecond Time. 

M r Bland prefented to the Houfe, from the Committee of Correfpondence, accord¬ 
ing to Order, another Letter to the faid Committee from the Agent for this Colony, 
fince the 21 ft Day of December laft. 

And the faid Letter was read. 

Ordered, That the faid Letter do lie upon the Table, to be perufed by the Members 
of the H oufe. 

M r Treafurer reported from the Committee appointed, upon Tuefday laft, to draw 
up an Addrefs to be prefented to the Governor, that the Committee had drawn up an 17 
Addrefs accordingly, which they had directed him to report to the Houfe; and he read 
the same in his Place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk’s Table; where the 
fame was read, and is as followeth, viz. 


My Lord, 

We his Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjeds, the Burgeffes of Virginia, beg 
Leave to prefent to your Excellency our fincere Thanks for the early Attention you have 
been pleafed to give our former Addreffes and Memorial refpecting the Extenfion of our 
Boundary to the Weftward, the Importation of Salt from foreign European Ports, and the 
future Currency of Copper Coin u.dthin this Colony. 

His Majefty's great Goodnefs in fo immediately referring the humble Petitions of 
his dutiful Subjeds to his Board of Trade and Plantations cannot but afford us the higheft 
Satiffaction, and we acknowledge with Pleafure the great Candor of his Majefty’s principal 
Secretary of State for this Department in having the Confederation of the feveral Matters, 
mentioned in your Lordfhip’s Meffage, poftponed, till the Agent for this Colony fhould 
receive proper Inftrudions from us; but, my Lord, having already through your Excellency, 
to us the moft agreeable Channel of conveying to the Throne our humble Requefts, fub- 
mitted to his Majefty’s Wifdom our Reafons for defiring a more extended Boundary, we 
have nothing farther to add on that head, except that, if the Truth of any of the Fads con¬ 
tained in our humble Memorial fhould be doubted, we are perfuaded it may beeftablif 
by unqueftionable Proofs. 


The 
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The Foundation of our Wifhes refpeding the free Importation of Salt we truft is 
alfo fully explained and underftood, and, as to the Copper Money, which we defire to have 
circulating amongft us, our humble Requeft is that it may be current here as in Great Britain, 
allowing for the Difference between Sterling Money and the Currency of this Colony at the 
Rate of Twenty-five per Cent. 

It only therefore remains for us to entreat your Lordfhip, in whom we have abundant 
Reafon to repofe the greateft Confidence, to ufe your farther good 
to procure Succefs to the earneft Defires of this Houfe in thefe feve 

The faid Addrefs being read a fecond Time; 

Refolved, That the Houfe doth agree with the Committee in the faid Addrefs, to 
be prefented to the Governor. 

Ordered, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to his Excellency by the whole Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Gentlemen who drew up the faid Addrefs, do wait upon the 
Governor to know his Pleafure, when this Houfe fhall attend his Excellency, to pre- 
fent their Addrefs. 

The Order of the Day being read; 

Re folved, That this Houfe will, upon Monday next, refolve itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, to take into Confideration the Governor’s Meffage, and the Letters 
and Papers, relative to Indian Affairs, therein mentioned. 

Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to explain an A<5t of this prefent 
Seffion of Affembly, intituled An Ad 1 to divide the Parifh of Hamilton, in the Counties 
of Fauquier and Prince William; and that M r Marfhall do prepare and bring in the fame. 

A Petition of Andrew Eftave was prefented to the Houfe, and read; fetting forth, 
that the Petitioner, from his long Refidence in France, hath attained a perfedt Knowl¬ 
edge of the Culture of Vines, and the moft approved Method of making Wine; that 
having lived in this Colony about two Years, he hath, during that Time, made it his 
particular Study to be acquainted with the Nature of the Soil, and Cultivation of the 
wild Grape, which grows fpontaneoufly through this Country, and is both larger and 
better tafted than the wild Grape in France, and will, properly managed, produce very 
fine Wine; but from the unfuccefsful Attempts made here before by unfkilful People, 
fuch a Projedt might perhaps meet with Difficulties, not eafily to be removed, without 
the Affiftance of the Legiflature; and therefore praying this Houfe to allot him One 
m Hundred Acres of Land, in the Neighbourhood of the City of Williamfburg, with an 
Houfe thereon for him to live in, and three Negro Men to affift him, which he would hold 
on the following Terms, to wit; if he fhould not make good merchantable Wine in four 
Years from the feating and planting the Vineyard, that he fhould pay the Rent of the 
Land and Hire of the Slaves for that Term, but if he fhould fucceed to the Satiffadtion 
of the Public, and this Houfe, that then the Land and Slaves aforefaid fhould be and 
remain his Property, as an Encouragement, for his Difcovery. 

Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to the Committee of Trade; and that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the fame, with their Opinion thereupon, 
to the Houfe. 

Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, for eftablifhing a Town at Rocky 
Ridge, in the County of Chefterfield, and for adding certain Lots to the Town of Richmond, 
in the County of Henrico ; and that M r Archibald Cary, M r Adams, M r Richard Randolph, 
and M r Trent, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

M r Mercer reported from the Committee, to whom the Bill to repeal the Adt for 
increafing the Salary of the Minifter of the Parifh of Frederick, in the County of Frederick, 
was committed, that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and made feveral 
Amendments thereunto, which they had diredted him to report to the Houfe; and he 
read the report in his Place, and afterwards delivered the Bill, with the Amendments, 
in at the Clerk’s Table; where the Amendments were once read throughout, ancl then 
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certain Lands whereof John Hancock is feifed, and for fettling other Lands and Slaves, 
in Lieu thereof. 

Ordered, That M r Henry Lee do carry the Bill to the Council, and defire their Con¬ 
currence. 

An engroffed Bill to dock the Intail of certain Lands whereof Janies Blackwell, 
the younger, is feifed, and for other Purpofes therein mentioned, was read the third Time. 

Refolved, That the Bill do pafs; and that the Title be, An Ad 1 to dock the Intail of 
certain Lands whereof James Blackwell, the younger, is feifed, and for other Purpofes 
therein mentioned. 

Ordered, That M r Treafurer do carry the Bill to the Council, and defire their Con¬ 
currence. 

And then the Houfe adjourned till Tomorrow Morning, eleven of the Clock. 


"Duesday. tl)e 3tst of 3ttarcl>. 12 tfteorge III. 1772. 


A' 


Bill to appoint Commiffioners to view a Place propofed for a Road through 
the South Mountain was read a fecond Time. 

Ordered, That the Bill be engroffed. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of the Letter from the Earl of Hillfborough 
to the Governor upon the Subject of a Copper Coinage; 

Ordered, That the Extracts of Letters which have paffed between M r Treafurer, 
and M r John Norton, of London, Merchant, upon the fame Subje<5t, and which were this 
Day laid before the Houfe by M r Treafurer, be referred to the faid Committee. 

Then the Houfe refolved itfelf into the faid Committee. 

M r Speaker left the Chair. 

M r Bland took the Chair of the Committee. 

M r Speaker refumed the Chair. 

M r Bland reported from the Committee, that they had come to feveral Refolutions, 
which they had directed him to report, when the Houfe will pleafe to receive the fame. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received. 

M r Bland accordingly reported the Refolutions, which the Committee had diredted 
him to report to the Houfe; which he read in his Place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk’s Table; where the fame were read, and are as followeth, viz. 

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to his Excellency the Governor, returning him the Thanks of the Houfe for 
communicating the Earl of Hillfborough’s Letter on the Subjedt of Copper Money; 
expreffing the Satiffadtion we have received, on finding the Propofal, formerly made, 
for the Introduction of fuch Coin into this Colony, is likely to be carried into Execution, 
and the Obligations we are under to his Majefty’s Minifter for giving fuch earaeft 
Attention to the Views of the Colony in this Refpedt; affuring his Lordfhip that we 
entirely approve the Scheme, which the Earl of Hillfborough hath been pleaded to rec¬ 
ommend, and that we wish to adopt it, in every Part. 

Refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that fo much of the feveral Adts 
of Affembly, made in the firft Year of the Reign of his late Majefty, and in the tenth 
Year of the Reign of his prefent Majefty, as refpedts Copper Coin, ought to be amended, 
and adapted to the Terms now propofed, for iffuing and circulating Copper Money in 
this Colony. 

The faid Refolutions, being feverally read a fecond Time, were, upon the Queftion 
feverally put thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe. 

Ordered, That M r Treafurer and M r John Page do wait upon his Excellency with 
the firft Refolution. 

Ordered 

1 Hening, VIII, p. 641. 
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